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1 Hear God Calling Me 
By T. O. Chisholm 
HEAR God calling me; 
Again, again, insistently ; 
He calls me by His Holy Word, 
Thro’ conscience by His Spirit stirred, 
By sinless blood for sin outpoured, 
I hear Him calling me. 


I hear Him calling me, 
In mercies manifold and free ; 
When morning wakes the world with 


light, 
When noonday burns with splendor 
bright 
And in the quietness of night, 
I hear God calling me. 
I hear God calling me; 7 


In altered tone,— still, it is He; 
In shattered dream and broken plan, 
In moaning wind and chilling rain, 
In loneliness, and tears, and pain 
I hear God calling me. 


I hear God calling me 
To holiness, to purity ; 
Away from things of sense and time, 
To loftier heights, to views sublime, 
To closer fellowship with Him, 
My God is calling me. 


we 
Beyond Counting 


It 1s a mistake to try to count our 
sins. We are sometimes tempted to do 
this, in discouragement or hopelessness. 
David may have tried it, for he wrote 
by inspiration: “Innumerable evils have 
compassed me about: mine iniquities 
have taken hold upon me, so that I am 
not able to look up; they are more than 
the hairs of mine head: therefore my 
heart faileth me” (Psa. 40:12). But there 
was something else that David could 
not count — something much better than 
his sins. Earlier in the same Psalm he 
exclaims with thanksgiving: “Many, O 
Lord my God, are thy wonderful works 


which thou hast done, and thy thoughts 
which are to us-ward: they cannot be 
reckoned up in order unto thee: if I 
would declare and speak of them, they 
are more than can be numbered.” How- 
ever many our sins are, God’s mercies 
are more. However great our sins are, 
God’s mercies are greater. For “where 
sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound” (Rom. 5:20). 


sx 


Aspiration or Experience? 
Those who do not know Christ and 
the Gospel have much to say about “the 
quest for God.” The Gospel is some- 
thing better than seeking; it is finding. 
Paul’s Epistles ring with grateful, tri- 
umphant declarations of what Christ has 
done for him and will do for all who 
will believe and receive. Paul’s experi- 
ence is the normal Christianity that God 
wants all his children to have. Dr. John 


Douglas Adam has spoker a searching 
word when he says: “There are earnest- 
minded men and women in every com- 
munity, living upright, sacrificial lives, 
and yet they would confess to you in 
a confidential hour that they have no 
definite spiritual experience; and the 
churches are full of such people. They 
would confess that they have had no 
experience of Christ. ... Their religion 
has continued to be an aspiration but 
not an experience. . . . Some have told 
me that they have waited for years in 
the hope that some Christian friend 
would help them into a definite experi- 
ence of the redeeming power of Christ.” 
The secret is a simple one: “Let go, 
and let God.” After receiving Christ 
as Saviour, we are just to give him all 
there is of us, and trust him to keep 
that which we have given him. When 
we tell him that we believe, not that he 
can do this, or that he will do it, but that 
he IS doing it, the miracle begins. 


Archeology Triumphs Again 


RCHEOLOGY has been compared 
A to an incomplete jigsaw puzzle. 
Each bit of clay or stone or other 
material dug from the earth contains 
part of a picture of a certain place at a 
particular time. The picture is not com- 
plete, for much of the material has been 
lost. The words spoken at the time, 
which would explain much, often have 
left no trace upon the material objects. 
Water and wind have done their de- 
structive work, while in many places 
devastating fires have also been present. 
To fit the bits together, and to find out 
as much as possible about the picture 
of which they originally formed a part, 
is a task which calls for great ingenuity. 
Biblical archeology is helped by the 
existence of another incomplete pic- 
ture of the same thing, consisting of 
the accounts and descriptions contained 
in the Bible. These also are incom- 
plete, for among the thousands of things 
visible to the writers that might have 
been mentioned, only a few were singled 
out by inspiration to be recorded. Much 
that would interest us tremendously, if 
we could know it, of the material back- 
ground of the lives of the Biblical char- 
acters is passed over in silence. 

‘Yet no exhaustive study of archeology 
or extremely profound knowledge of the 
Bible is necessary before the correspond- 
ence between the two becomes apparent. 
If one were given a jigsaw puzzle of an 
English town, and then given a picture 


of an African village, it would not take 
long to realize that the pieces of the 
puzzle would not fit into a picture of 
such a type. The farther one carried 
the examination, the clearer would be- 
come the fact that the pictures did not 
belong together. But no such disappoint- 
ment meets the one who compares Bib- 
lical archeology with Biblical statements. 
On the contrary, each new discovery 
shows more clearly that the two pictures 
correspond. - 

This telling illustration is given by Sir 
Charles Marston in his amazingly in- 
teresting and valuable book, “The Bible 
Comes Alive.”1 The contents of the 
book may be considered as a presenta- 
tion of a number of the pieces of the 
suggested jigsaw puzzle, with ‘their re- 
semblance to the Old Testament picture 
frequently pointed out. Often the cor- 
respondence is extremely striking. Many 
readers will find the last two-thirds 
of the book the most interesting part of 
it, since there the very latest finds are 
presented in vivid detail. This part con- 
fines itself almost entirely to the discov- 
eries at one site—ancient Lachish, 
greatest of the fenced cities of Judah. 
A marvelously clear and thrilling pic- 
ture is given of the discoveries at that 
great city. At no other Palestinian ex- 





1 Published by Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York City; may be had from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 
$2. 
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cavation have the excavators been s0 
fortunate in the number of outstanding 
discoveries. They are also fortunate in 
that their work has been done as a 
climax of a long series of Palestinian 
‘excavations, and thus has been able to 
profit immeasurably, both in method and 
in interpretation, from previous enter- 
prises. 

Sennacherib’s Consolation Prize.—aAl- 
though ten years ago the very location 
of Lachish was not known with any cer- 
tainty, the importance of the city has 
long been understood by archeologists. 
About a century ago a large and inter- 
esting bas-relief was brought to the Brit- 
ish Museum from its original position in 
the palace of Sennacherib at Nineveh. 
This great monument which the power- 
ful Assyrian king erected to record his 
pride in the achievements of his West- 
ern campaign — possibly the very cam- 
paign in which the intervention of God 
prevented him from conquering Jeru- 
salem1 (Isa. 37:33-37) —shows his 
troops as they attacked a great fortress, 
which the writing beside it designates 
as the city of Lachish. Smarting from 
his failure to carry out his dire threats 
against Hezekiah (see Isa. 36:2-20), he 
may have put up this monument to 
soften his disappointment by the mem- 
ory of a really great success which he 
had achieved in Palestine. It depicts his 
victory over the great fortress, and also 
the surrender of its people and the .re- 
moval of great amounts of plunder. 
Scholars have long realized that, if 
Lachish could be discovered and exca- 
vated, its finds would throw much light 
on ancient Palestinian history. 

The Lachish Letters.—The actual dis- 
coveries at Lachish are far greater than 
any had dared to hope. Outstanding 
among them was the finding of the Lach- 
ish Letters. In early February, 1935, 
headlines in our newspapers informed us 
that perhaps the most sensational dis- 
covery yet to come from Palestinian ex- 
cavation had been made at the site of 
ancient Lachish. This was the finding 
of a number of letters from the time 
of Jeremiah, written on potsherds, found 


(Continued on page 274) 





1 Evidence of this failure of Sennacherib to 
conquer Jerusalem was discovered in his own 
records many years ago, and affords striking 
corroboration of the accuracy of the Biblical 
narrative. 
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“When It Was Yet Dark” 


I have been studying the accounts of 
the resurrection, and I find a difficulty 
that I would like to have cleared up. 

In Matthew 28:1 we read, “In the end 
of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward 
the first day of the week,” etc.; and in 
Luke 24:1, “Now upon the first day of the 
week, very early in the morning,” etc. 
These two accounts harmonize, and in 
John 20:1 we have these words: “The 
first day of the week cometh Mary Mag- 
dalene early, when it was yet dark,” etc. 
This alSo fits in very well with the other 
two previously mentioned. But in Mark 
16:2 we find this statement: “And very 


early in the morning the first day of 
the week, they came unto the sepulchre 
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at the rising of the sun.” This does not 
seem to harmonize with the other three 
accounts. 


John specifically says, “When it was yet 
dark,” and Mark as definitely states, “At 
the rising of the sun.” I would gather 
that these are separate accounts, from 
each author, of the same incident, so un- 
less the phrase used by Mark expresses 
something different from what I take it 
to mean, namely, that the sun was just 
rising at that time, it does not coincide 
with John’s statement. John says it was 
still dark, and if the sun was rising it 
would mean that it had been light for 
some time, because daylight comes quite 
awhile before the sun rises. I am quite 
sure there is no real discrepancy here, 
and that you will be able to clear up the 
difficulty. 


I enjoy the Tmves very much, and feel 
that you are making a contribution to 
Christianity that is greatly needed and 
would otherwise not be made.—A Georgia 
reader. 


Surely there is no confusion or con- 
flict in the various statements of the 
four different Gospels recording the first 
visit, that first Easter morning, to the 
empty sepulchre of the risen Lord Jesus. 
Certain facts stand out with unmistak- 
able clearness. One is that the resur- 
rection of the Son of God took place 
very early on “the first day of the week,” 
after the Sabbath, or seventh day, had 
come to an end. Another is that Mary 
Magdalene and the other women went 
to the sepulchre toward “the end of the 
Sabbath,” in that general period mark- 
ing the end of the night and the begin- 
ning of the new day. There is no at- 
tempt, in these Gospel records, to draw 
a rigidly scientific line between the end- 
ing of the night and the beginning of the 
day, between the darkness that was 
about over and the dawn that was just 
at hand. The statements made by the 
evangelists describe with inspired ac- 
curacy what occurred, and when it oc- 
curred, in terms easily understood by the 
general reader. ’ 

Furthermore, we must not overlook 
the fact that it is not a second of time 
that is being described, or a quarter of 
a minute, or a minute, but a considerable 
period of time such as marks the transi- 
tion from darkness to daylight every 
day. We are told of the journey — how 
long or how short we are not told — made 
by Mary Magdalene and the others that 
night and early morning to reach the 
sepulchre of their Lord. This journey 
took time. It is reasonable to suppose 
that it began in the darkness of the end 
of the night, and finished in the dawning 
of the new day. Thus understood, all 
four accounts harmonize and are, of 
course, strictly accurate. The expression 
in Mark, “the rising of the sun,” need 
not necessarily be understood as mean- 
ing that the sun was actually above the 
horizon, but that Mary and the others, 
after having\gone on their way through 
the late night, reached the sepulchre 
“very early in the morning” as the sun, 
even before coming over the horizon, 
began to change night into daybreak. 

Trustworthy commentators give ex- 
pression to this general view, and it 
does not seem to occur to them that there 
is any contradiction to reconcile. Thus 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown render the 
Matthew passage: “After the Sabbath, 
as it grew toward daylight”; and render 
the Luke passage, “At the first appear- 
ance of daybreak.” This commentary 
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notes that John’s word, “when it was ° 


yet dark,” corresponds with the other 
Gospels. The rendering of Mark’s state- 
ment, “at the rising of the sun,” is noted 
as not quite literal, but is given as mean- 
ing “at earliest dawn.” Matthew Henry, 
with his usual insight and sanctified 
common sense, comments on Mark’s 
statement that the women “came unto 
the sepulchre at the rising of the sun”: 
“They set out from their lodgings very 
early in the morning, at break of day, 
or sooner; but either they had a long 
walk, or they met with some hindrance, 
so that it was sun-rising by the time they 
got to the sepulchre.” His comment on 
John’s rendering is: “She came early, 
while it was yet dark; so early did she 
set out.” And this rare old spiritual 
commentator adds the practical applica- 
tion: “Those that diligently enquire 
after Christ while it is yet dark shall 
have such light given them concerning 
him as shall shine more and more.” 

THE Sunpay ScHoot Times is grateful 
for the encouragement of the Georgia 
reader’s appreciation and confidence, and 
gladly shares its convictions with him 
as to the meaning of this vital and glori- 
ous Scripture record. 


Chale ©. Fuller's 
Eastern Meetings in May 


HE largest evangelistic broadcast in 

the United States is the Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour on Sunday nights 
conducted by Charles E. Fuller of Los 
Angeles. The thrilling story of this 
unique soul-winning service of preach- 
ing and song was told by the Editor last 
autumn in the Tuwes of October 22. 
Many among the host of Mr. Fuller’s 
listeners in the East will have oppor- 
tunities to hear him personally during 
the month of May. His itinerary is as 
follows (hours are Daylight Saving 
Time wherever that is in effect). When 
“(broadcast)” is indicated, the regular 
Sunday evening of the Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour will be given 
from that meeting. 


May 1.—Amarille, Tex. 
Night.—Church of the Open Bible: 
May 3.—Minneapolis. 
230 P. M.—Oliver Presbyterian 
Church. 
7.30 P. M.—First Baptist Church. 
May 7.—Boston. 
3 P. M.—Mechanics Hall. 
9 P. M—Mechanics Hall 
cast). 
May 14—New York City. 
3 P. M.—Calvary Baptist Church. 
9 PF. M—Calvary Baptist Church 
(broadcast). 


(broad- 


May 15.— 
7.3 P. M.—Calvary Baptist Church 
— opening address of the World’s 
Fair Fellowship. 
May 16.— 
Evening speaker at annual meeting 
of the Christian Business Men of 
New York City, Gimbel’s Store. 
May 25.—Chicago. 
morning and evening at 
Day of Prayer for Ministers 
and Missionaries, Moody Memo- 
rial Church, under auspices of 
Great Commission Prayer League. 
May 28.—Philadelphia. 
9 P. M., Lulu Temple, under aus- 
pices of Philadelphia Fundamen- 
talists (broadcast). 
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The Secret of Mother Ruth’s Answers to aa Prahlame 


The life that enabled her to be a blessing to multitudes 





By Lotte Ze LaF anes ll 











ness came to its close on this earth 

Saturday, January 28, when Mrs. 
Ida M. Hudson went Home to be with 
the Lord. Mrs. Hudson was known to 
many thousands by the name “Mother 
Ruth” which she used when writing in 
THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs. 

This blessed and world-wide ministry 
of “Mother Ruth,” which filled her life’s 
measure to the brim for the past fifteen 
years, was begun in a quiet way in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times of April 21, 1923. 
Letters from girls, telling their prob- 
lems to a loving, motherly woman, were 
published under the heading of “Girls’ 
Problems of Today,” and Mother Ruth’s 
wise and helpful answers were given. 
The unusual quality of the answers at- 
tracted the attention of the mothers and 
even fathers and brothers, business men 
and ministers. Hundreds of letters came 
to Mrs. Hudson from all over the world, 
and they presented a cross section of 
about all the problems and difficulties 
that homes, families, and individuals 
meet with in this life. To each letter 
and each need this woman with a great 
mother. heart gave her devoted, prayer- 
ful interest. 


Seeking God’s Wisdom 

Mother Ruth’s correspondence grew 
to enormous proportions. She learned 
to master the typewriter late in life in 


A LIFE of rare power and fruitful- 


- order to be able to handle it. Letters 


were read, pondered, prayed over, then 
answered in the light of God’s Word, 
and neither time nor effort was spared 
to give all the help possible. She was 
courageous and faithful in her dealing 
with problems, never hesitating to use 
the surgeon’s knife when necessary, but 
never failing to pour in thé Balm of 
Gilead. If she wounded, it was but to 
heal. 

God blessed her ministry in the salva- 
tion of souls, in calling back to Himself 
those who had backslidden, in straight- 
ening out many a tangle, and reuniting 
friends and homes and families. Even 
life has been saved. One remarkable 
incident was that of a young woman 
who found circumstances so hard and 
her life so disappointing that she re- 
solved to commit suicide. She had chosen 
the time and the method, when some 
one, seemingly by chance, put into her 
hand a copy of THe Sunpay ScHooL Times 
which had in it a letter from Mother 
Ruth. She read the “Girls’ Problems.” 
Surely her life was a “problem,” and 
here was some one who was undertak- 
ing to solve just such problems for other 
girls. She would see what could be 
done for her. She sat down and wrote 
a long, long letter, calculated to make 
the stoutest heart quail. The picture was 
black, without one ray of hope in cir- 
‘cumstances or life; she spared nothing. 
Then she sent it to Mother Ruth at THE 
Sunpay Schoo, Trmes, and decided to 


It is almost exactly sixteen years 
since Mother Ruth’s letters were first 
published in the Times. Her world- 
wide ministry of counsel was pos- 
sible only because she herself had 
passed through much tribulation in 
the strength of the Lord. “Tribula- 
tion worketh patience; and patience, 
experience.” It is fitting that this 
sketch of Mother Ruth’s. life should 
be written by Miss LeFevre, a warm 
personal friend of long standing, who 
for many years has been a valued 
member of the editorial staff of the 
Times. The letters for Mother Ruth 
from all over the world came to Miss 
LeFevre’s office, and sometimes they 
talked over many of the difficult 
problems before the answers were 
written.. Miss LeFevre is known to 
a host of admiring readers by her 
pen-name, Zenobia Bird, which she 
has used in writing her five books 
of Christian fiction. 








postpone her suicide until she had suffi- 
cient time to receive a reply, if indeed 
anyone would take the time and trouble 
to read that screed and attempt an an- 
swer. 

A great stack of unanswered letters 
was made to wait a little longer, while 
Mother Ruth gave her whole soul to 
agonizing prayer for one girl’s life. A 
loving letter was sent by special deliv- 
ery, and a long correspondence followed. 
A meeting was planned, and Mother 
Ruth journeyed to a city at considerable 
distance for a closer contact. Utterly 
fearless and loving, she dealt faithfully 
with a strong and stubborn will, bring- 
ing the life’s need face to face with 
Christ the Saviour. It called for pa- 
tience, tact, and unusual courage, but 
in the end a soul was born anew and 
a life started joyously on the upward 
path. 


In the School of Experience 

Similar incidents, with many varia- 
tions, were duplicated times without 
number. 

Many of those who have been helped 
by Mother Ruth will be interested to 
know of the way in which God led his 
servant in the preparation for her un- 
usual work. Her sympathies were broad- 
ened and deepened by many and varied 
experiences, which enabled her to un- 
derstand the problems of others. Like 
Paul she could say: “I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content. I know both how to be abased, 
and I know how to abound” (Phil. 4: 
11, 12). And in very truth she could 
add, “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” 

Ida Mary Mintzer was born in Phila- 
delphia, in a godly home with a praying 
mother and father who daily conducted 





family worship. She was the only girl 
in a family of five brothers. She was 
converted at the early age of eight, and 
united with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at nine. To the end of her long 
life she was constantly engaged in the 
services of the church, and its associa- 
tions were always very dear to her. She 
taught in the Sunday school almost 
without a break. She was superintend- 
ent of a Sunday school at Ocean Grove, 
N. J., for many years, and conducted 
the Children’s Hour there. She worked 
actively for home and foreign missions. 
She had a fine voice and was very musi- 
cal, singing in a quartette choir, and for 
years she was much in demand as a 
soloist for revival meetings. Not least 
of her church activities was her con- 
stant emphasis upon the need for prayer. 

As a young girl she entered the busi- 
ness world, and after a few years left 
it to return to normal school and gradu- 
ate. This led to several years of teach- 
ing in a frontier school in Montana, 
from which she was called to institu- 
tional work, in a Magdalen Home for 
fallen girls and a House of Refuge for 
“incorrigibles.” 


Tested by Sorrow 


But romance came to the busy young 
worker. The ideal of Christian man- 
hood appeared, a Methodist minister’s 
son, William W. Wood, and a marriage 
of indescribable happiness followed. 
This was broken by death after three 
and a half short years, leaving an utterly 
crushed young widow with a baby 
daughter of five months. 

Only the strong trust in God which 
was so characteristic of her later years 
held her steady in those dark days, but 
gradually life’s burdens were taken up 
anew. She returned to teaching; she 
answered again the call to sing God’s 
praises in a quartette choir. She had 
stood the test, and from then on her 
life became one of increasing useful- 
ness. All of these, she felt in later 
years, were valuable chapters in her 
preparation and training. 

Four years later there came the sec- 
ond and very happy marriage to Joseph 
A. Hudson, a Philadelphia business man. 
This brought temporal prosperity be- 
yond what she had known before. Here, 
too, she stood the test, using her abun- 
dant blessings for many years in in- 
creased opportunity for service to the 
Lord and especially in work among 
young people. Another daughter blessed 
the home. The two daughters, both 
married, survive her, and several grand- 
children. 

For some years she was President of 
the Philadelphia Branch of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association. Increas- 
ing activity in the Lord’s work and a 
strong, uncompromising stand for the 
Fundamentals of the faith brought her 
into conflict with the growing Modern- 
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ism of the day. This in time resulted 


in very real persecution, and just 
when the fire was hottest she passed 
through her second bereavement in the 
loss of her husband. Other losses and 
adversity followed, but she had learned 
to rely on her God, and her spiritual 
life waxed stronger rather than weaker. 

She loved the Lord with all her heart 
and mind and soul; she lived for him; 
her loyal heart cared only for the honor 
of his Name. She loved his Book, his 
truth, his church, and his people. She 
could truly say, “With my whole heart 
have I sought thee: O let me not wander 
from thy commandments” (Psa. 119:10). 

She hated the Devil and all his works, 
and she realized that the Christian 
wrestles not against flesh and blood, but 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
high places. With clear eyes she saw 
and understood the working of the en- 
emy in the worldliness, Modernism, and 
downward tendencies of the day. She 
often helped others by pointing out the 
working of Satan in the difficulties that 
confronted them, but she never failed 
to impress upon such tried souls the 
great and glorious truth that, though 
Satan’s power was great, God’s power 
was almighty, and that “greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4). She was coura- 
geous and fearless in her condemnation 
of all sin and wrong. She encountered 
frequent opposition and enmity; it could 
not be otherwise. 


A Lover of Young People 


But she had a host of friends, and 
how they loved her! She was gifted 
with an attractive personality. She 
loved, nature with a warm enthusiasm, 
the birds and flowers, the mountains and 
the sea. She was always fond of social 
life, and she made and kept friends 
wherever she went. She particularly 
loved young people, and she understood 
the difficulties they must meet. She 
sympathized with them, but did not con- 
done weakness or faltering in the face 
of temptation. She sympathized deeply 
with the problems of Christian parents 
in a time when the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil are rampant in school and 
home, and in the life and literature 
of the day. 

In these later years of her life she 
carried on a full ministry among girls 
everywhere. She spoke over the radio 
from Chicago, Philadelphia, and several 
places in New England. For thirteen 
summers she was the speaker and leader 
at the Older Girls’ Conference at Alton 
Bay, N. H. Here she was used to win 
many souls for Christ and to establish 
many in the spiritual life. She gave 
herself to the girls in unstinted measure, 
and her radiant, joyous Christian life 
and testimony left an indelible impres- 
sion. She was in demand as a speaker 
for Mother’s Day and for mother and 
daughter banquets, and for all kinds of 
Bible class and social affairs of young 
people and older. She never seemed 


to turn down an opportunity for serv- 
ice, and she never failed to testify clearly 
and strongly for her Lord. She had a 
message, and she gave it faithfully. 
Many of these calls for service came 
in connection’ with her work as Mother 
Ruth. She traveled much, and she was 
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generous and helpful in all her wide 
ministries, trusting the Lord for funds 
to carry on as he would have her. She 
would ask for nothing in the way of 
honorarium. “That is God’s business, 
not mine,” she would say. 

A little incident revealed in a striking 
way the extent of her influence. Mother 
Ruth in her department in Tue Sunpay 
TIMEs mentioned a certain leaflet that 
could be had from a church in the Mid- 
dle West. Unfortunately the leaflet was 
then out of print, but the church whose 
address was given received a deluge of 
letters and postals, 307 in all, from 42 
states in the United States, seven prov- 
inces in Canada, and four foreign coun- 
tries. The letters were from men and 
women and young people, twenty-six 
ministers of different denominations be- 
ing among the number. 


As a Friend Saw Her 


A Christian woman who knew Mrs. 
Hudson well has written: 


Her love for the Lord, the abandonment 
of her life to him to do his will at any 
cost, her prayer life, her dependence upon 
and obedience to the written Word of God, 
her faith, her uncompromising adherence to 
the truth, strengthened all who knew her. 


One of the Moorestown (N. J.) prayer 
groups was in answer to her prayer. God 
had spoken to the President of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union in the middle 
of the night, telling her that she must or- 
ganize a prayer group if she were to carry 
on the work of the Union. A few days later 
she spoke to Mrs. Hudson about her desire. 
She was overjoyed and said, “Amen; that 
has been my prayer for three years.” The 
group was started and grew from a mem- 
bership of five to about twenty. All that 
winter the Devil did all in his power to 
hinder the work. Mrs. Hudson faithfully 
attended the meetings, in spite of the dis- 
tance she had to travel. She was deter- 
mined that adversity should not conquer. 
She was never too busy to talk over the 
problems brought to her, and the answers 
were always based on the Word of God. 


Her well-worn Guidebook was always with. 


her for reference. The guidance she found 
there was always absolute and final. The 
passion of her life was prayer, believing 
that “men ought always to pray, and -not 
to faint.” The burden of her prayer was 
world wide revival. With Mrs. Hudson 
nothing was too hard or far-reaching for 
our God. She was burdened for the White 
House and would pour out her heart in im- 
passioned prayer for our President, and 
for all those in high authority. It was al- 
ways a joy to have fellowship in prayer 
with her, for she knew the way to the 
throne of God. 

Mrs. Hudson was a woman of fine gifts. 
She had the insight of a seer, the heart of 
a philanthropist, the courage of a crusader, 
the organizing ability of a trained engineer, 
the enthusiasm of a missionary, the pen of 
a journalist, the tongue of a skilled orator, 
and the purity of a saint. She was an out- 
standing woman worker in the completeness 
of her consecration to Christ, in her pierc- 
ing insight into, and accurate interpretation 
of, the condition of people; in the fineness 
of her courage and the breadth of her sym- 
pathy, in her capacity for leadership, and 
in the whole-hearted use she made of life 
for others. 


Part of her effective ministry was to 
establish prayer groups and to encour- 
age Christians to pray for one another. 
In the issue of the Trues of January 28, 
the day she died, there was published 
in “Girls’ Problems of Today” a letter 
from a high school girl who was having 
difficulty in maintaining her Christian 
testimony and convictions. On the day 
of Mother Ruth’s funeral came a beauti- 
ful letter from another seventeen-year- 
old high school girl who had faced a 
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similar situation and had conquered, 
through Christ. She wrote, hoping that 
her testimony might help the other girl, 
and added: “I’m going to remember 
this ‘unknown’ child of God in prayer, 
that she might remain steadfast and sure 
in Christ and that she might ‘grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’” Then followed a word 
of gratitude to Mother Ruth and the 
promise to pray for her. How this let- 
ter would have cheered and blessed 
the heart of Mother Ruth, as count- 
less other letters had done! She 
needs this encouragement no longer; she 
has received the Master’s “Well done,” 
but it is beautiful to know that here and 
there all over this world Christians are 
praying for other Christians who need 
it, because of one woman who believed 
God’s Word about the power of prayer. 

Another letter, written the day of the 
funeral, is from a mother whose daugh- 
ter is facing the same problem. She 
picked up that copy of the Trues and 
read Mother Ruth’s answer, and wrote: 
“My prayer was answered in part as 
though our blessed Lord was standing 
beside me. I pause now again to thank 
him for you, this article, the Tres, and 
for his answer to my prayer.” 


A Letter from a Pastor 


Testimonies of a similar sort could be 
added almost without number. The fol- 
lowing letter from a Baptist pastor is 
typical, and shows the feeling with 
which multitudes regarded this motherly 
woman and servant of God, Mother 
Ruth. 

“I am writing to express to you the 
deep sense of loss our church feels in 
the passing of Mother’ Ruth, and also 
to express the appreciation we feel for 
your giving her to us through the pages 
of THE SunpDAy ScHOOL Times for so many 
years. Her messages have been a great 
help, not only to the younger people, but 
to the older people as well, and I might 
say to the pastor. They have helped 
those of us who are older to understand 
the problems of youth, and to know best 
how to approach them. The problems 
dealt with there were the very prob- 
lems we have brought to us many, many 
times. 

“Mother Ruth was not only lovely as 
a writer, but in her life she revealed the 
loveliness of the Rose of Sharon. ° It was 
my privilege to meet her as she led a 
group of young people at a summer con- 
ference at Rumney, N. H. Later she 
came to our church and was with us for 
a week, giving herself sacrificingly in 
service, and leaving a winsome testi- 
mony with our young people. I know 
from her week spent in our home how 
much she prayed over the letters she re- 
ceived, and how deeply she felt concern- 
ing the problems that came to her. 

“The whole SunDAY ScHOOL TIMEs fam- 
ily, of which we feel we are a part, will 
feel poorer for her going.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 


v 


Don’t talk about minor members in 
your church, God’s children are all of 
major importance.—Col. F. J. Miles at 
Founder’s Week Conference at Moody 
Bible Institute. 
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Victorious Life Conferences 








Finding Life and Peace at America’s Keswick 


Glimpses of times of blessing at last summer's 


By Addison C. Raws 











past, but how can one help it 

after being at Keswick?” Anyone 
who has spent a time at America’s Kes- 
wick, and whose deep needs have been 
met, whose burdens have been lifted, and 
whose heart has been filled with a new 
joy and peace by the Lord Jesus, can 
well understand the testimony of this 
young person’s letter of gratitude. The 
well must have been a cherished spot 
to the woman of Samaria; Zacchzeus 
must have loved that tree from which 
he first saw the Lord and heard his call; 
no road could have been so attractive 
to the man who had been blind as that 
upon which he received his sight, 
touched by the clay from those Life- 
giving hands. 

And so, thousands of people in many 
parts of the world cherish the place 
called Keswick, for here they have met 
the Lord, some for the first time; others 
as defeated Christians, who have been 
made free; still others have heard his 
call and have followed him into a life 
of service, even to the uttermost parts 
of the world. 

The. 1938 Keswick conferences will 
never be forgotten by many who at- 
tended, so definitely was the touch of 
God’s hand upon them, so clear was the 
message of life in Christ Jesus, and so 
manifest was the, presence of his Holy 
Spirit. 

The secret of power at the Keswick 
conference is in a definite dependence 
upon God’s Holy Spirit to do the work 
and prayer as the method through which 
the work is accomplished. Every one 
on the program has been selected only 
after much prayer, and this ig true even 
of the workers in the dining room or 
about the grounds. : 

The day begins with a Prayer Hour 
before breakfast. Prayer holds a promi- 
nent place throughout the day, in the 
meetings and out of the meetings, among 
the leaders and among the delegates. 
In nearly every conference there are 
people who have come especially to 
pray. The day closes with prayer groups 
which have been of special blessing to 
hundreds of lives in these conferences 
through the years. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that God works miracles at 
America’s Keswick. 

This six hundred acre property, set 
apart for God, is a beauty spot in the 
pines of New Jersey, eight miles south 
of Lakehurst and forty-five miles east 
of Philadelphia. Two lovely lakes sur- 
rounded by evergreens, made still more 
attractive with graceful swans plying 
silently back and forth, provide strong 
appeal to both young and old. Boating, 
canoeing, and swimming hold sway dur- 
ing the entire afternoon which is given 
over to recreations, together with ten- 
nis, volley ball, shuffleboard, baseball, 
and other games which add to the en- 
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joyment and fellowship of all who desire 
them. 

What a privilege a Victorious Life con- 
ference is to all who attend, but espe- 
cially to young people! It is a week 
filled with fellowship, fun, and recrea- 
tion, but more than that it may be the 
very gateway of a new experience of 
life in Christ Jesus, through the simple, 
practical teaching of God’s Word in the 
power of his Spirit by those who know 
an intimate walk with the Lord. To 
thousands their first conference at Kes- 
wick will ever remain a precious mem- 
ory, and life itself since that time has 
been different. 

Imagine yourself in the spacious Audi- 
torium by the side of the lake, and fac- 
ing toward a platform banked with beau- 
tiful evergreens which frame the large 
motto above the platform, “To me to live 
is Christ.” : 

The following is just a suggestion of 
the deep, satisfying, and vital truths that 
delegates heard last summer in the con- 
ferences: 


Rowan C. Pearce.—The things of death 
have nothing to do with Jesus. .. . Sep- 
arate from anything that would spoil 
your life as a soldier. ... The only way 
to get anything from God is to be poor. 

Archer Anderson.—The opened door is 
your opportunity. The closed door is 
for your guidance. 

J. Oliver Buswell, Jr—The surgeon’s 
knife cannot give life, but is for the 
purpose of life. ... The Holy Spirit takes 
hold of our incompetence. 

Tom Lambie——God does not want a 
better program. He wants better men. 





This Summer's Conferences 
at America's Keswick 








Memorial Day 


EVER | oo. cores aizie o% May 29 

FP Ga 6s Ra May 30 
Students .......... June 24 to July 2 
July Fourth 

cS: rr eee ea ge July 3 

yO ree ee canon July 4 
POMOTEE 5 os. eco ee eys July 8-16 
Ministers ................ July 17-20 
Young People ............ July 22-30 
General ............... August 5-13 
Young People ......... August 19-27 
Labor Day .......... September 1-4 


Information concerning registra- 
tion, accommodations, and how to 
reach Keswick may be obtained 
from the Victorious Life Testimony, 
Room 506, Commonwealth Trust 
Building, Twelfth. and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia. 
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Harold S. Laird—A twofold secret of 
the Victorious Life is (1) Dying a death; 
(2) Living a life. ... I have a Sav- 
iour whose very life is in me. 

William H. Houghton.—The death of 
Christ was not his defeat, it was his 
victory. .. . Get in sight of the cross to 
be able to sing. . . . The Holy Spirit 
does not want co-operation, he wants 
submission. 

F. J. Miles —They that wait upon the 
Lord,—that depends upon you; shall 
renew their strength,—that depends 
upon him. 

Robert C. McQuilkin.—When revival 
comes sinners are convicted by the lives 
of those who have the Holy Spirit in 
them. 

Norman B. Harrison.—His blood cov- 
ered my sin, but his righteousness covers 
me. 

T. Roland Philips.—Beware of any who 
are trusting in anything but the finished 
work of Christ. . . . The cost of getting 
what God has is yourself. 

William H. Wrighton.—It is not enough 
that God dealt with sin on the cross — it 
must be dealt with in us....A victorious 
life is the only life to which we have 
been called. 

Montague Goodman.—We do not inves- 
tigate Christ— we worship him... . 
There is nobody the world laughs at 
like a powerless Christian. 


Think how much it must mean to 
young people as well as older not only 
to hear such messages, but also to have 
the privilege of talking personally with 
these outstanding spiritual leaders and 
men of God. 

It was most impressive to see Dr. How- 
ard A. Kelly, the beloved and well- 
known surgeon of Johns Hopkins, liter- 
ally besieged after his meetings by a 
large number of young people asking 
questions and listening to wise, Spirit- 
guided counsel. We can see him also as 
he walked around the grounds talking 
with one or more young persons who 
doubtless would forever remernber that 
intimate, informal chat with a man of 
such great accomplishments and yet so 
humble. 

Think what it would mean also to 
those who enjoyed such intimate fellow- 
ship with men like Dr. Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin, President of Columbia Bible 
College, Dr. William H. Wrighton, who is 
head of the Department of Philosophy of 
the University of Georgia, Dr. Will 
H. Houghton, President of Moody Bible 
Institute, or Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., 
President of Wheaton College. Think 
also of the effect of personal talks with 
some of the leading missionaries of the 
world. / 

Few Keswick speakers have ever so 
completely captivated the young people 
as did Mr. Montague Goodman, a retired 
London lawyer, now giving all of his 
time to the Lord’s service. The effective- 
ness of his Spirit-filled message was 
increased by the way he entered into 
the lives of both young and old in the 
periods between meetings and in the aft- 
ernoons. We shall not soon forget those 
happy hours on the lawn by the lake 
as Mr. Goodman autographed books, 
posed for pictures, and so freely entered 
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into the fun and enjoyment of the occa- 
sion. 

Probably no conference of the season 
was more important or effective than the 
Ministers’ Conference. Think of nearly 
fifty ministers gathered at Keswick for 
four days for the express purpose of 
having God speak to their own hearts 
and be brought to know his will for their 
own lives. Approximately fifty others at- 
tended that conference, but the messages 
and the entire program were spe- 
cially prepared for ministers of the Gos- 
pel. The eagerness with which the min- 
isters themselves received the searching, 
direct messages filled our hearts with 
praise. We rejoiced that the message of a 
supernatural victorious life in Christ was 
being given not merely to fifty individ- 
uals but to the leaders of fifty congre- 
gations. God alone can measure the 
results. 

The Say-So meetings on the conclud- 
ing day of each conference revealed 
something of the way God had worked 
through his Word. In one Young Peo- 
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ple’s Conference 105 spontaneous praise- 
filled testimenies were given, showing 
how deeply God had worked in those 
young lives. We are glad to record even 
a few of the testimonies from the vari- 
ous Say-So meetings as follows: 


‘I have seen the Lord so definitely 
this week and I know I shall never be 
the same.” 


“Before I came to Keswick I doubted 
my salvation. This past week I was 
really saved and I have given Him my 
body and my whole life.” 

“I thank the Lord for the assurance 
of victory over sin and the assurance of 
his control in my life as I yield.” 

“This conference has revealed more 
of my weakness than I had ever known, 
but also more of His strength.” 

“Last year at the Ministers’ Conference 
in the Say-So meeting I mentioned the 
fact that the Women’s Missionary Soci- 
ety sent me here. After I had gone 

(Continued on page 283) 











Archeology Triumphs Again 


An editorial, continued from the second page 

















in the debris of the gate tower of the 
city. These letters come from the time 
of the downfall of Judah, when the 
Book of Jeremiah was written. They 
give us a vivid picture of those terrify- 
ing days, when the Babylonian enemies 
were descending in power upon Judea. 
Frequent references in them to a prophet 
seem to most scholars to refer to the in- 
cident described in Jeremiah 26: 20-23, 
where Urijah the son of Shemaiah, who 
prophesied along the same lines as those 
followed by Jeremiah himself, was pur- 
sued into Egypt by the emissaries of 
the ungodly king Jehoiakim, and brought 
back to be killed. It is fascinating to 
see how Marston fits each letter into its 
proper place in the series of events. 

Not many years ago it was generally 
believed that in Biblical times writing 
was hardly known at all, and that con- 
sequently most of the accounts in the 
Bible were passed on by word of mouth 
for many centuries. This view has en- 
tered into the foundation of the critical 
theories taught today as the “established 
results” of scholarship in so many of 
our colleges and theological seminaries. 
The fallacy of this view is already ap- 
parent from what has been found at 
other places, but, as Sir Charles points 
out, the discoveries at Lachish should 
be sufficient to give it its death-blow. No 
scholar of any standing today can deny 
that writing was not merely known, 
but actually was commonly used, in Pal- 
estine in Biblical times. Yet theories 
are still widely taught as “established 
fact” which are based very largely upon 
the view that writing was either un- 
known or extremely uncommon. 

It is true that comparatively little 
writing has been found in Palestine as 
yet. Most writing was done on papyrus 
or other paper-like material. One of 
our own newspapers, if dated twenty or 


thirty years ago, is apt to be yellowed 
and ready to fall to pieces. What can 
we expect of paper material written 
three thousand years ago? It is oniy 
in the dry climate of southern Egypt 
that ancient papyri have been discov- 
ered, and even there only when buried 
under the dry ground. But fortunately 
there were people at Lachish who found 
it desirable to write on material of more 
durable nature. For instance, a bowl 
has been found, dated shortly after the 
time of Moses, inscribed with signs 
which the late Professor Langdon inter- 
preted as reading, “His righteousness is 
my hand” (that is, my support), words 
strikingly reminiscent of Deuteronomy 
33:27, “Underneath are the everlasting 
arms.” 

In the case of the Lachish Letters, the 
writer seems to have been commander 
of the garrison of a town some distance 
away. Evidently he thought it would 
be easier or safer to carry his messages, 
in those unsettled times, if they were 
written on pieces of pottery instead of 
on papyrus. So he wrote on potsherds 
with pen and ink. While some of these 
messages are now almost undecipherable, 
others are well preserved. Together 
with the other written materials that 
have been found at Lachish, they should 
forever destroy the idea that writing 
was unknown in those early days, and 
the theories built upon this idea. 


Denial of Exile Proved False.——In re- 
cent years a noted American theologica! 
professor has advanced the theory that 
the exile described in the Old Testa- 
ment did not take place —at least, not 
in any large way. He suggests that only 
comparatively few people were taken 
into captivity, and that life went on 
after the conquest much as it had be- 
fore. The great destruction of Lachish 
at the time of the exile should com- 
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pletely overthrow this view. In fact, 
mound after mound in the hills of Judah 
gives evidence of large and flourishing 
towns before the conquest, and then 
decades of desertion. Many of them 
were never rebuilt, while others were 
rebuilt only on a far smaller scale. 

Sir Charles Marston devotes the first 
hundred pages of his book to discussing 
various archeological evidences bearing 
on the Biblical account up to the end of 
the life of Joshua. He brings out many 
instances of agreement between the Bib- 
lical record and the material that arche- 
ology has discovered, and shows vividly 
the fallacy of the destructive criticism. 
Occasionally one fears that Marston re- 
lies too strongly on the conclusions of 
Garstang, Langdon, and Petrie, at points 
at which other scholars of equal stand- 
ing differ with them. The contributions 
of these eminent scholars to Biblical 
archeology have been great, and much 
of their work will endure permanently. 
At the same time there are a number of 
points at which their conclusions have 
not been accepted by other scholars. At 
some of these points it is possible, by 
accepting their views, to show a remark- 
able agreement between the framework 
of the Biblical narrative and that which 
archeology reveals to us. Yet it is wise 
to be cautious where conclusions are 
still uncertain. The many established 
instances of agreement between the Bib- 
lical narrative and the materials discov- 
ered by archeology are sufficiently abun- 
dant to leave no doubt that, when all 
the facts are in, the agreement will be 
all the more complete. Even if the the- 
ories of these scholars as to the dating 
of the Exodus and of the Conquest 
should be proved to be wrong, we may 
rest assured that, when all the facts are 
available, whatever theory of these mat- 
ters proves to be true will be seen to 
be in harmony with, and not contrary to, 
the teachings of the Word of God. 

In “The Bible Comes Alive,” Sir 
Charles Marston makes archeology vivid 
and living. Biblical study never can 
display sufficient gratitude to the man 
who has done so much to make possible 
the fruitful excavations at Jericho and 
at Lachish. His contributions to this 
work, and his support of it, his personal 
study of the material and his excellent 
presentation of it, all together make a 
contribution to Biblical scholarship that 
it is hard to equal. To Sir Charles, Bib- 
lical study is no matter of mere aca- 
demic interest. He sees the destructive 
criticism as taking from us the very 
foundations of our civilization and 
threatening the world with catastrophe. 
Turning its back on the Bread of Life, 
which God has provided in the Scrip- 
tures, the world today is vainly pursuing 
a worthless substitute. At point after 
point archeological evidence has shown 
the trustworthiness of the Biblical data 
and the uncertainty and futility of the 
destructive criticism. The book ends fit- 
tingly with a reference to the sure 
prophecies of God’s Word regarding the 
Return of our Lord to reign in right- 
eousness upon this earth—an event 
which may possibly occur very soon — 
and with a call to give the Bible that 
place in our lives and in our society to 
which it is divinely entitled. 
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LESSON 6. MAY 7. PAUL WORKS A HARD FIELD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 17:16 to 18:17, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5,; printed text, 
Acts 18:1, 4-11, 1 Corinthians 2: 1-5 


Golden Text.—I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.—Phil. 4: 13 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 18:1, 4-11; 1 Cor. 2:1-5 


Kinc JaMEs VERSION 


Acts 18:1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and 
came to Corinth. 


4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and per- 
. Suaded the Jews and the Greeks. , 

5 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, 
Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus 
was Christ. 

6 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he 
shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your 
own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles. 

7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man’s 
house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house 
joined hard to the synagogue. 

8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on 
the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed, and were baptized. 

9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not 
afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 

10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt 
thee: for I have much people in this city. 

11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the 
word of God among them. 


1 Cor. 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testi- 
mony of God. 

2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling. 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of ‘power: 

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but 
in the power of God. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 18:1 After these things he departed from Athens, and came 
to Corinth. 


4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and ' per- 
suaded Jews and Greeks. 

5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, 
Paul was constrained by the word, testifying to the Jews that 
Jesus was the Christ. 6 And when they opposed themselves and 
2 blasphemed, he shook out his raiment and said unto them, Your 
blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I 
will go unto the Gentiles. 7 And he departed thence, and went 
into the house of a certain man named Titus Justus, one that 
‘worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue. 
8 And Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, * believed in the Lord 
with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing be- 
lieved, and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said unto Paul in 
the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy 
peace: 10 for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to 
harm thee: for I have much people in this city. 11 And he 
dwelt there a year and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them. 

1 Cor. 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came not 
with excellency of ‘speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the 
Stestimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was 
with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 
4 And my ‘speech and my ‘preaching were not in persuasive 
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
5 that your faith should not ‘stand in the wisdom of men, but 
in the power of God. ’ 

1Gr., sought to persuade. 2Or, railed. *Gr., believed the 

Lord. ‘Or, word.. *Many ancient authorities read, mystery. 

*Or, thing preached. 7Gr., be. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 3) 


Approach to the Lesson 


HARD field presents a challenge 

to the man of faith in which he 

delights. He knows that God 
works, not with what he finds® but with 
what he brings. His Spirit is able to 
break down and save the most indiffer- 
ent or the most contentious men. Athens 
was the center of Greek culture—a 
veneer of learning that covered but did 
not destroy the wickedness of paganism, 
which excused and even pretended to 
sanctify the vilest practices. Corinth 
was notorious for its vice and corrup- 
tion. To “Corinthianize” was a synonym 
for a life given over to shame and sensu- 
ality of the most degrading character. 
The worship of the gods of Greece pro- 
duced no change in the lives of their 
devotees. Religion and immorality went 
hand in hand. The gods themselves were 
but deifications of lust and ambition. 
Those who worshiped them were like 
unto them. 

But to these cities Paul came with a 
message which he knew to be the dy- 
namic of God (Rom. 1:16), mighty to 
the destruction of Satanic strongholds 
and powerful in building new and holy 
lives which would demonstrate the might 
of the Spirit of God to renew and re- 
generate the most depraved of mankind, 
as well as those who gloried in their 
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self-righteousness and fancied superior- 
ity. No new message was needed. It 
was the story of the cross — Jesus Christ 
and him crucified —which revolution- 
ized multitudes in Corinth and resulted 
in the establishment of a strong and 
highly-gifted church of God in that in- 
iquitous city. 


The Historical Setting 


After their release from prison in 
Philippi, Paul and Silas passed on to 
Thessalonica, where they had a brief 
but fruitful ministry. Then they moved 
on to Berea and from there, because of 
continued persecution, Paul went down 
to Athens, while Silas and Timothy re- 
mained to strengthen the new churches. 
Luke seems to have stayed on in Phi- 
lippi. We miss his familiar “we” and 
“us,” and find he writes instead “they” 
and “them.” Athens was a difficult field, 
but even there Paul found some who 
turned to Christ. From there he went on 
to Corinth. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 18:1—“Came to Corinth.” This 
was the chief city of Achaia, the prov- 
ince south of Macedonia. It was a city 
of great wealth, and was given to un- 
speakable corruption. 


Verse 4.—“Persuaded the Jews and the 
Greeks.” Having taken up a lodging 
with Aquila and his wife Priscilla, tent- 
makers, Paul worked at his trade, with 
them, to support himself and thus be in- 
dependent. On the Jewish Sabbath days 


he preached in the synagogue, where 
many Greeks as well as Israelites 
thronged to hear him. 


Verse 5.—“Jesus was Christ.” After a 
period of preparatory ministry, when 
Silas and Timothy joined him, Paul de- 
clared boldly the Messiahship of Jesus. 


Verse 6.—“Your blood be upon your 
own head.” Opposition at once devel- 
oped on the part.of the Jews. Declaring 
that they were responsible for their own 
doom for rejecting the message of the 
Gospel, Paul turned definitely to the 
Gentiles, who were evidently dager to 
hear more about the Good News. 


Verse 7.—“Justus, one that worshipped 
God.” The house of a proselyte from 
paganism to the worship of the true God 
was opened as a preaching place, where 
Paul continued his ministry. 


Verse 8.—“Hearing believed, and were 
baptized.” A mighty work of God broke 
out. Even the chief ruler of the syna- 
gogue, Crispus, was saved, and many of 
the citizens of Corinth heard the Gospel, 
believed on the Saviour, and confessed 
his name in baptism. 

Verse 9.—‘Hold not thy peace.” Paul 
needed encouragement and instruction. 
In a night vision the Lord cheered him 
and assured him that he was to continue 
as he had begun. 

Verse 10.—“I have much people in this 
city.” He who sees the end from the 
beginning knew there were many in 
Corinth who would believe in the Lord 
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Jesus, so he would not have his servant 
turned aside to go elsewhere until the 
harvest had been gathered in. 


Verse 11—“‘A year and six months.” 
For this lengthy period the apostle re- 
mained, teaching the word of God, lead- 
ing souls to Christ, and building the 
young converts up on their most holy 
faith. : 

1 Cor. 2:1—“Not with excellency of 
speech.” Writing to the church at Cor- 
inth some time after he had left them, 
he disavows any attempt to influence 
them by mere oratorical ability or hu- 
man eloquence. He proclaimed the testi- 
mony of God in simple language, count- 
ing on that to do its work. 

Verse 2.—“Jesus Christ, and him cru- 
cified.” Paul had but one message for 
a needy world. It was the Gospel of the 
crucified Saviour, who gave himself for 
our sins. It was not Christ as teacher, 
prephet, or reformer that he proclaimed, 
but Christ as the sinner’s substitute, who 
died on a cross of shame. 

Verse 3.—“In weakness, and in fear, 
and in much trembling.” There was no 
bombastic self-assurance. He recognized 
his own limitations, and dreaded the in- 
trusion of that which might nullify his 
preaching. 

Verse 4—‘“In demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power.” He was not afraid 
lest his' addresses might not be polished 
and refined; he rather feared that they 
might be too much so, and he knew that 
only the power of God could reach -the 
hearts and consciences of men. 

Verse 5.—“Not . . . in the wisdom of 
men.” He would not have people look- 
ing upon him with admiration and trust- 
ing in him as a spiritual leader because 
of his wisdom and ability. He would turn 
them from himself to God, that their 
confidence might be in him alone. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is the preaching of the cross which 
is the appointed method of winning souls 
and building men up in Christ. Paul 
did not undervalue culture and educa- 
tion, but he dreaded the possibility of 
the refinements of rhetoric and the clev- 
erness of the orator so occupying the 
minds of his hearers that they would be- 
come occupied with his ability instead 
of with the Christ he proclaimed. There- 
fore he studiously avoided anything that 
would have such a tendency, and in all 
simplicity he preached the message of 
the cross in humble dependence on the 
Holy Spirit to use that proclamation for 
the salvation of souls. In this he became 
an example to all other preachers. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Paul on Mars’ Hill. In Athens Paul 
had an opportunity of witnessing to a 
group of philosophers and their satel- 
lites in the public place of debate, the 
Areopagus or Mars’ Hill. His sermon is 
one of the most eloquent on record, but 
the results were meager compared with 
those that many simpler discourses had 
brought. For one thing, he was rudely 
interrupted just as he was about to pro- 
claim the message of the cross. When 
he mentioned the resurrection of Christ 
his hearers became impatient and did 
not give him the opportunity properly 
to conclude his sermon. Nevertheless, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1'a dozen. 


6. May 7.—Paul Works a Hard Field. 
Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
7. May 14.—Paul Evangelizes a Province. 
Acts 18:18 to 20:38; Ephesians 2 
8. May 21.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Home (A social aspect of the liquor 
problem). 
Jeremiah 35:5-10; Ephesians 5:15-21; 6:1-4. 
9. May 28.—Paul Thinks in World Terms. 
Romans 1:1-17; 3:21-30; 5:1-11; 10:11-15 
10. June 4.—Paul Pleads His Own Case. 
Acts 21:27 to 23:11; 24:10 to 26:32 
11. June 11.—Paul Solves Church Prob- 
lems. 1 Corinthians 1:1-3, 10, 11; 
4:14-21; Galatians 1:1-7; 3:1-29; 
1 Thessalonians 1:1; 4:9 to 5:22 
12. June 18.—Paul Writes Personal Let- 
ters. 1 Timothy 1:1-4; 6:11-16; 
2 Timothy 1:1-14; Titus 1:1-6; Philemon 
13. June 25.—Paul Reviews His Life. 
2 Corinthians 11:16 to 12:10; 
Philippians 1:12-24; 3:7-16; 2 Timothy 4:7, 8 
Third Quarter 
1. July 2.—Solomon: A Ruler Who Began 
5 See a es ener 1 Kings 3:5-15 








there were a few honest inquirers who 
were won for Christ. The vaunted cul- 
ture of the Athenians proved a hindrance 
to their spiritual blessing. 


The Devil’s Castaways. George White- 
field was once rebuked by Lady Hunt- 
ingdon for irreverence because he had 
declared in a sermon that Jesus can save 
even the Devil’s castaways. He sent a re- 
deemed outcast to the Countess to give 
his testimony and she changed her atti- 
tude at once. If ever a city, since the 
days of Sodom and Gomorrah, might be 
said to be inhabited by the Devil’s cast- 
aways, it was Corinth, but in that sink 
of iniquity the cross of Christ won many 
of its most glorious victories, as those 
who had been slaves to the vilest habits 
became new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
Compare and contrast 1 Corinthians 6: 
9-11, with 2 Corinthians 5:14-17. The 
same wonder-working power will be 
manifested today when the same mes- 
sage is proclaimed in similar circum- 
stances. 


Lesson Outlines 
Paut’s GOSPEL 
(1 Cor. 15) 
Christ died for our sins (v. 3) 


Christ was buried—the proof of his 
death (v. 4a) 


Christ was raised again—the proof 
that God accepted his work (v. 4b) 


Christ is coming again in power and 
glory (v. 23) 
THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS 


A stumbling block to the legalist (1 
Cor. 1:23a) 


Foolishness to the learned of this world 
(1 Cor. 1:23b) 


The power and wisdom of God to the 
believer (1 Cor. 1:24) 


The only message for lost men (1 Cor. 
2:2) 

The glory of the saved (Gal. 6:14) 
Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we learned the meaning of the 
cross of Christ? It tells of the utter 
ruin of man and the necessity of the 
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vicarious atonement of our Lord Jesus 
if the sinner would ever become a saint. 


Do we imagine sometimes that our 
particular field is one of the most diffi- 
cult, and so feel inclined to give up in 
discouragement? Let us remember, no 
field is too hard for the Holy Spirit of 
God. 


In our service for Christ are we in- 
clined to overvalue human ability and 
training in methods, or do we place our 
main reliance upon the Gospel message 
and the power of God? 


One reason God used Paul so remark- 
ably was because his confidence was not 
in himself or his gifts but in the message 
of the cross. Have you noticed that 
where the same message is proclaimed 
today the same results follow? 


Human philosophies and man-made re- 
ligions cannot curb the evil that is in 
men’s hearts, or give peace to a troubled 
conscience. Have we found salvation 
through the cross of Christ? 


Is not one of our greatest mistakes 
trying to do the work of the Lord in the 
flesh and endeavoring to reform men 
who need to be regenerated? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Though Paul was called of God and set 
apart to the work of a missionary of the 
cross, he did not hesitate to labor with 
his hands for temporal support. 


“Jesus Christ, and him crucified,” 
should be the essence of every preacher’s 
message. 


Natural gifts and the culture of the 
schools may become hindrances to use- 
fulness, if not subdued by divine grace. 


Faith in a preacher saves no one, but 
faith in Christ is the only means of de- 
liverance. 

The wisdom of God is foolishness with 
the men of this world, and the wisdom 
of men is foolishness with God. 

When the Gospel is preached in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, it produces 
repentance toward God and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reformation is only cleaning up the 
natural man, but regeneration is the im- 
partation of a new life and nature. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


WHAT great city did Paul turn after 
leaving Athens, and what was its char- 
acter? 

2. What business alliance did he form 
there, and at what did he labor for temporal 
support? 

3. Where did he find an open door for 
testimony, and how was it closed? 

4. What other door did the Lord open? 

5. What was the result of the preaching? 

6. What prominent Jew became a be- 
liever? 

7, What three things are mentioned re- 
garding the Corinthian converts? 

8. What was the supreme content of the 
apostle’s preaching? 

9. Why did he fear to depend too largely 
on human eloquence and ability? 

10. How long did Paul labor in Corinth? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 281 of this issue. 
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Lesson for May 7 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Tough” Places.—Paul departed 
from Athens, and came to Corinth (Acts 
18:1). From all ancient accounts, when 
Paul and his party came to Corinth they 
arrived on the spot where the deviltries 
of all the ancient seas met. That is to 
say, it was by reputation the toughest 
spot in a tough world. The women were 
Kipling’s “A bone and a rag and a hank 
of hair.” And the men were Steven- 
son’s “Long John Silver,” and the place, 
San Francisco’s ante-earthquake Barbary 


_ Coast, and Suez of today ! 


Some twelve or more years later than 
this visit to Corinth Old Vesuvius cov- 
ered up Pompeii, a resort town of the 
Drusilla, the wife of 
Felix, was “ashes to ashes” there, so it 
is said. Yet the uncovered remains of 
Pompeii are so vile they have to be kept 
under lock and key. If the first century 
“best people” were of such sort you can 
guess what the gathering place of the 
ancient world’s “rag, tag, and bob-tail” 
must have been like. 

“A hard field,” says the lesson title, 
and you can give the word “hard” its col- 
loquial meaning. “He’s a hard case!” is 
the name for the bad one. 

So do not fail to remember this when 
you. read Paul’s letter to the Christian 
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church in this “hard” and “tough” ‘set- 
ting. These Corinthian Christians had 
much good to learn and much bad to 
forget. 

In our Bible there is no First and Sec- 
ond Athenians. Some people could have 
said, “Paul, you waste your time in Cor- 
inth. The folks who can appreciate 
your fine talks are up there at Athens.” 
(Matt. 7:6; Acts 13:45.) 

But it was at Athens the precious time 
was wasted. When has there been a “re- 
vival” or a spiritual awakening, or a 
considerable ingathering at the churches 
on the “Avenue” in the town where you 
live? When I want a spiritual bath I 
go down into the Corinthian atmosphere 
of “Hell’s Half Acre” and fellowship with 
the “Dave Rannys,” — “Jerry McAuleys,” 
— “Tom Noonans,” and the other “Cor- 
inthians” redeemed from the under- 
world. Now some of the sweetest and 
choicest souls in all the world in their 
new born life. Grand men out saving 
other “Corinthians.” (John 3:3; 2 Cor. 
5:17.) 


The Universal Need.—For I am with 
thee, and no man shall ... hurt thee 
(v. 10). A careful reader will notice 
that all through the Scriptures the Lord 
seems to treat those who are serving 
him as children. 

Just as we pat little Jackie on the 
back and say, “Don’t be afraid, Jackie 


PUTTING THE “DUMB” IN WISDOM 


Earthly wisdom 


It is possible'that the 
earthquake, on the day 
of crucifixion, may 
have caused a fi igure | 
into which Christs 
body disappeared. 
The — then re- 
covered ifs previou 

shape, and the K: 
Ztobe rolled 


alvay. ve 








Hea venly knowledee 
: : v oo | 


hat ye may know 

what is - — - the 
exceeding greatness 
of His power to 
usward who believe, 
according to the 
working of His 
mighty power, 
which He wrought 
in Christ, when He 
raised Him from the 
dead.” Eph. 1:16-20 














* Quoted in the SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, issue of Jan. 14,1939. 
Many of Dr. Pace’s cartoons. covering a wide range of topics and with appropriate messages 


by such Christian leaders as H. A. Ironside, W. E. 


. Biederwolf, W. R. Newell, and ethers, are 


now available in tract form, and may be purchased from the Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 
388, Findlay, Ohio. A packet of sample tracts, containing nearly a hundred varieties, will be 
; sent to any address upon receipt of 25 cents. 
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boy, I won’t let anything hurt you,” so 
the Lord has to keep telling Paul, time 
after time, all the way along his Chris- 
tian life, in one way or another, this 
very thing (Acts 27: 23-25). 

Every man needs the encouraging and 
heartening and comforting tap on the 
shoulder all through his life when one 
of the supreme moments come to face 
him. When the Euroclydon sweeps down 
(Psa. 27:5). 

I prohably have told béfore about one 
of the richest and greatest business men 
of our country. While generous and a 
splendid giver of his wealth to all good 
purposes, such as hospitals, Christian 
Associations, Welfare, and while his 
closest friend was active in church af- 
fairs, yet he himself had no religious 
connection of any sort. 

He said, “If I support all these good 
and helpful activities that come my way, 
and lead a fairly decent life, that is all 
that can be expected of me and a clear 
conscience.” 

“Yes, Mr. Man,” I replied to his sec- 
retary, “that is all right, and easy, when 
the business is perfectly organized and 
making lots of money. Then a fellow 
can be self-sufficient, sailing along on 
the gentle sea. But there come tremen- 
dous moments in most men’s lives. When 
that time comes, and the storm breaks, 
unless a man has something to which to 
hold, some Rock of Ages in which to 
hide, he will break under the pressure 
of the tempest.” 

And this is exactly what happened 
with this great industrial leader. The 
supreme moment came. His charities 
and benefactions and good deeds offered 
no hand to hold, no cleft in the Rock in 
which to take shelter, no voice to say, 
“I am with thee!” 

So a wide world was shocked to read 
in the morning newspaper that a famous 
multi-millionaire had gone to the top 
story of his palatial home and with a gun 
from his collection of fire arms had taken 
his own life. 

Hard Fields.—I was with you in weak- 
ness, and in fear, and in much trembling 
(1 Cor. 2:3). But Paul never let them 
know anything about this “heaviness,” 
as he calls it in a later letter to them 
(2 Cor. 2:1). Have you any friends, rel- 
atives, and acquaintances with the “Oh, 
dear me!” complex? If so, just hand 
them these passages from Paul’s letters 
to his Corinthians. 

Paul was working a “hard field” sure 
enough. This “hard field” was full of 
“stumps,” “stones,” “snakes,” and 
“sirens.” You may remember that in 
this church there was much unseemly 
behavior at the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 
11: 18-22). 

While this sort of “carryings on” hurt 
Paul, he would much prefer better be- 
havior, he kept his “blues” bottled up, 
or as he expresses it, his “heaviness.” 

In this world things are far from per- 
fect, and wise folks will make due al- 
lowances. It is a long call from a meet- 
ing at the Salvation Army barracks to the 
meeting at the fashionable St. Some- 
body’s on the Avenue. 

When the earnest soul-saving Salva- 
tionist happens into St. Somebody’s on 
the Avenue and hears the great Dr. 
Somebody from across the sea, and lis- 
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tens to the operatic choir, he sits in 
awed wonderment, and comes out frozen. 
He goes away saying, “No religion there.” 
And he will be wrong. 

When the church man of the Avenue 
stumbles into a Salvation Army meeting, 
as did my friend Lewis Redner (who 
wrote the music for Phillips Brooks’ “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem” we sing at 
Christmas and hears the banging of the 
drums and the raucous cries of the horns 
and the shouting and singing of sacred 
words to the tune of rollicking songs 
(Champagne Charlie, e.g.), he comes 
away crying, “A travesty on religion.” 
And he is wrong. 

Both Salvationist and Avenue man are 
likely to be fine Christians loving the 
Lord. Just two different sorts. 

“The Salvation Army does a great 
work.” Sure, but who puts up the 
money for that “great work”? The peo- 
ple-of the Avenue. As I write this note 
the “Army” has a campaign on for funds. 
The head of the drive is the General 
Manager of one of Philadelphia’s great- 
est corporations, and a member of a 
church that does not use the Salvation 
Army methods. 

So Paul knew how to handle his wild 
Corinthians, and he did not work his 
“hard field” with a long face and a bull 
whip! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou dost give us hard 
things to do. We would not be seeking that 
which is merely a matter of ease in the day 
or in the night. May we in work or in rest 
be prepared to do the things that thou dost 
call upon us to do. We thank thee that activ- 
ities in thy service are not in our own strength 
but that it is through Christ we receive our 
strength to do his will. If thou dost send us 
special visions of our duty may we be sen- 
sitive to thy sendings and turn with joy to 
thy call to whatever tasks may be set before 
us in thy will. When we are conscious of our 
weakness may we be only the more conscious 
of thy strength. In thy dear name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you notice that 
at the very beginning of this lesson we 
have a powerful statement of what Paul 
wanted to do? It gives a key to his life’s 
work. It is in the second verse. Can 
any of you repeat that verse? Yes, he 
wrote to the Corinthians, — “For I deter- 
mined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 
You see, Paul was not counting upon 





TRENGTH 
CHRIST our FOR 
ERVICE 
“FOR I AM WITH THEE” 











his own wisdom or clever words but he 
intended to show forth the presence of 
the Holy Spirit and the power in the 
life to which the Lord had called him. 
In the eighteenth chapter of Acts did 
Paul have any assurance of God’s pres- 
ence with him? Yes, in the ninth verse 
the Lord spoke to him in the night and 
told him not to be afraid, but to speak in 
the midst of the troubles in which he 
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was surrounded in Corinth. But God 
did not leave him in the midst of troubles 
without the most perfect assurance of 
the strength which he would need. There 
are five words right at the beginning 
of verse ten, which comforted Paul, and 
they are a wonderful comfort to us to- 
day when we need comforting, — “For I 
am with thee.” If the Lord is with us 
in the midst of all our needs what a 
friend we have! Have you committed 
yourself to him? You may be going 
through difficult days. Is the Lord with 
you as a believer in his grace and power? 
Surely he is and will be. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are iavased to send illustrations 
ent; 


the conditions means tha ‘ood 
constan hav: to be rejected by the 
editors, whi ae otherwise be avaiiable. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Care versus Confidence.—I can do all 
things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me (Golden Text). 

It is His will that I should cast 

My care on Him each day, 

He also tells me not to cast my confidence 





away, 

But oh! How foolishly I act 

When taken unaware, , 

I cast away my confidence, and 

Carry all my care. 
—Quoted by Philip E. Howard, Jr., in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Alice 
L. Cary, Dayton, Ohio. 


God’s Assurance to Ralph Norton.— 
For I am with thee, and no man shall 
set on thee to hurt thee (Acts 18:10). 
Crossing the Atlantic on the S.S. Phila- 
delphia, in early September, 1917, with 
the “Black week” just behind us, with 
its fifty-nine sunken boats, Ralph C. 
Norton was awakened early on Sunday 
morning by the Holy Spirit, and given 
a new message from the Word — Psalm 
107:30, “So he bringeth them unto their 
desired haven,” which he underscored in 
his Bible. Another morning, in prepara- 
tion for the danger that awaited, he 
opened his Bible and found looking up 
at him that lovely message of assurance, 
“No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper.” He knew and accepted it 
as a faithful word of promise, and as he 
continued to think on it, the voice of 
the Spirit came to him very expressly, 
“Turn over to Job 5:19, 20,” and there 
he read for confirmation, “In famine he 
shall redeem thee from death: and in 
war from the power of the sword.” He 
felt and knew that these assurances were 
not given him for naught, and we talked 
them over. We had been praying ear- 
nestly for safety at sea; all the great 
work before us in the Belgian Gospel 
Mission Seemed involved. And so it was, 
that when an agitated and trembling 
wife burst into the cabin that September 
morning, and breathlessly cried, “Quick, 
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Ralph; a torpedo has just missed us; we 
may be attacked again any moment — 
oh, be quick, don’t wait!” he quietly 
smiled, looking-up from his Bible, and 
tranquilly answered, “Listen, Edith, I 
was sent down to my cabin just a few 
moments ago, and bidden again to read 
Job 5:19, 20—listen while I read it to 
you — ‘He shall deliver thee in six trou- 
bles: yea, in seven there shall no evil 
touch thee. In famine he shall redeem 
thee from death: and in war from the 
power of the sword.’” And so we faced 
the perils of the deep, not once, but 
during seven crossings of the sea during 
the wartime, and his faithful Word was 
our guide and our stay, the cloud in day- 
time, and a pillar of fire by night—From 
“Opened Windows of Heaven,” by Edith 
Norton. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, 
Minn. Prize illustration. 


Their Effective Garrison—For I am 
with thee, and no man shall set on thee 
to hurt thee (v. 10). Some years ago on 
the Island of Sumatra a man and his 
wife who were Moravian missionaries 
were treacherously beaten and killed by 
the natives of the island. At the end of 
several years another man and his wife 
became burdened about this island, and 
asked to be sent there. After prayerful 
consideration the Board consented. Al- 
most as soon as they arrived there they 
realized that the conflict with the powers 
of darkness was terrific. Many times 
they had to get up in the night and pray 
for deliverance. And so the conflict went 
on. One day one of the head men of 
the island came to their home and said, 
“I want to see your guards.” “We haven’t 
any guards, sir,” was the answer. “Oh, 
yes, you have, and I want to search and 
find them.” He was given permission 
but could find no one except two boys 
who helped the missionary. The mis- 
sionary asked him what he meant by 
their “guards.” He said, “We formed a 
plan some weeks ago to kill and eat you 
and your wife, just as we ate the other 
missionaries. We came to your bunga- 
low and saw a number of guards protect- 
ing you. We were terrified, and re- 
turned home. We came the next night 
with the same results. One of the most 
daring officials said, ‘I will go with you; 
I am not afraid of anything or anyone.’ 
So last night again we all came. When 
this official came in sight of the bunga- 
low he was terrified, and again we all 
ran back. Now, where are those guards?” 
The missionary took him in the house, 
opened the Bible and read to him, “The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them.” Immediately all opposition broke 
down, and today there is a flourishing 
mission station there—From the Inter- 
cessor. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


The Abiding Secret—For I am with 
thee (v. 10). Once talking in this 
strain, in a hall in Ireland, I said, “What 
is it to abide in Him?” It is to keep on 
saying, minute by minute, “For this I 
have Jesus.” And what will he be say- 
ing with all the grace of his victory, and 
all the victory of his grace? “For this 
you have me.” As I sat down and the 
meeting opened for testimony, the young 
lady who presided at the piano rose and 
said, “I must be the first to testify, since 
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I have now to leave the hall. While the 
message of the sermon was going for- 
ward, I received this telegram which 
reads, ‘Mother is very ill; take first train 
home.’ As I read the startling news, my 
heart looked up and said, ‘For this I have 
Jesus.’ Instantly a peace and strength 
flooded my being.” We who listened saw 
in her face a light that never was on 
land or sea. She went on, “I have never 
traveled alone, ‘For this I have Jesus.’ I 
must take a midnight train, ‘For this I 
have Jesus.” Then I make connnection 
and cross the channel, ‘For this I have 
Jesus.’ Then I take my long railroad 
journey to the south of England. For 
this and all the suspense that goes with 
it, I have Jesus.” So she left us a living 
illustration of the faithfulness of Jesus 
to them who count on him. Three or 
four weeks passed when a letter, a psalm 
of praise, came from her: “Life has be- 
come:an uninterrupted psalm of victory 
as I see that everywhere, uninterruptedly, 
‘For this I have Jesus.’”—From Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Katherine MacDonald, 
Omaha, Nebr. 


Off the Duck’s Back.—Teaching the 
word of God among them (v. 11). The 
late Prebendary F. S. Webster was fond 
of telling how an old woman came to see 
him to tell him that she had been con- 
verted at the evening service. “And 
what did I say that led you to Christ?” 
he asked in a kindly way. “Oh,” she 
replied, “it was nothing you said, but 
what came straight off the duck’s back !” 
He was amazed at her reply, and won- 
dered what she could possibly mean, 
Then she explained. The lectern in his 
church was a great brazen eagle, upon 
whose “back” rested the Bible. A verse 
of Scripture had convicted her and led 
her to the Saviour.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by E. M. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Goforth’s Determination Also—I de- 
termined not to know any thing among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified 
(1 Cor. 2:2). Some months after ar- 
riving in China, an old, experienced mis- 
sionary came to Goforth with “the fol- 
lowing advice: “Do not attempt to 
speak of Jesus the first time when 
preaching to a heathen audience. The 
Chinese have a prejudice against the 
name of Jesus. Confine your first ef- 
forts to demolishing the false gods, 
and if you have a second opportunity 
you may bring in Jesus.” Later, when 
telling his wife of the advice which had 
been given him, Mr. Goforth exclaimed 
with hot. emphasis, “Never, never, 
NEVER! The Gospel which saved the 
down and outs in the slums of Toronto 
is the same Gospel which must save 
Chinese sinners.” From the very first, 
when able to preach only in broken, 
imperfect sentences, he preached to the 
Chinese Jesus. and him crucified, and 
from the first, sinners were saved from 
the lowest depths of depravity.—From 
“Goforth of China,” by Rosalind Goforth. 
Sent by Mrs. Lewis Conrad, Imogene, 
Towa. 
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Fruit is never borne by doing; fruit is 
always borne by dying.—Bishop William 
Culbertson, at Founder’s Week Confer- 
ence at Moody Bible Institute. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Hard Field. 

Discussion: What part do difficulties and 
opposition have in making God's stalwarts 
strong? 

Objective: “Fear not: for I am with 
thee” ! (Isa. 43:1-5). 











AY, fellows, the title of this lesson 

is “Paul Works a Hard Field.” No 
doubt about that; it was tough. Every 
kind of malicious opposition met him 
as he tried to preach the Gospel to those 
benighted Jews in Corinth. The Devil 
was on a high horse; his forces were 
organized; and no sooner did Paul meet 
a frontal attack than there would be a 
flank movement that would seem all 


but to defeat him. Then God spoke to 


him in a vision: “Be not afraid, but 
speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am 
with thee, and no man shall set on thee 
to hurt thee: for I have much people in 
this city.” 

If a fellow can just keep fighting, 
sooner or later he will get that kind 
of message straight from God, and in 
such a way that he will know beyond 
all doubt that God has spoken to him 
and will stand by him. Of course he 
has the assurance from God’s Word to 
begin with; but it comes also in a new 
way. 

Back in the mountains of Western 
North Carolina, away up on top of one 
of the ridges, there was a sparsely set- 
tled community of backwoodsmen with 
their families, but no church or Sunday 
school. The men, for the most part, 
were moonshiners and bootleggers. This 
was the principal means of income and 
support. It was a precarious life. Oc- 
casionally the revenue officers would 
get in there and make an arrest, and 
there would be a conviction and a term 
in jail; but the traffic went on. The 
women had a hard life and the children 
were growing up without any knowledge 
of God. There were little patches on 
the steep sides of the ridge, full of rocks 
and roots, but these were cultivated and 
to some extent yielded vegetables and 
grain, so that they did not have to de- 
pend altogether on the canned goods 
from the store down in the valley. 

One day two godly women found 
their way up on the ridge and with their 
Bibles began to talk to some of the 
women about Jesus Christ: They were 
invited to return. Soon there was a 
regular weekly visit and in one of the 
homes the women and children would 
gather to hear and be taught. The men 
would not come at first, — “It might be 
a trap set to catch them.” But after 
a while they, too, began coming close 
enough to hear. The Gospel seemed to 
draw them. The men finally offered to 
build a chapel if the godly women would 
furnish the materials besides the lumber. 
This was done and a chapel was built. 
Then a “meeting” was held—for a 
whole week. It was my great privilege 
to be the preacher. Each night we would 
sing that little chorus “Everything’s all 
right in my Father’s house, and it’s joy, 
joy, joy all the way!” There were con- 
versions — the women and children first, 
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and then the men began to come to the 
Lord. 

There was one man who “held out” till 
the last. He wouldn’t come up. He 
would stay away back on the last seat 
with his eyes cast down. The people 
said Jake would never come, because if 
he did he would have to stop “cussin’.” 
And he surely couldn’t do that, for he 
was known to be the “champeen cusser” 
on the whole mountain. Besides, he 
plowed his little patch in the rocks and 
stumps with a little mule that wouldn’t 
plow except as he was “cussed.” But 
Jake did come! He came up on the last 
night of the “meetin’.” Then the neigh- 
bors said he might be a Christian, but 
it would have to be a “cussin’” Chris- 
tian, for they knew he would not give 
that up. I prayed for Jake, and others 
did, too. 

A few weeks afterward I returned 
from Florida by that way, stopping at 
the godly women’s home in the valley, 
and this is what they told me. Two 
women had come down from the moun- 
tain that morning and reported that as 
they neared Jake’s home they heard his 
voice ringing out through the mountain 
air. He was plowing. They said: “Ah, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith, 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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we was feared of that; Jake’s cussin’ 
that mule as bad as ever.” But as they 
came in sight and could hear better, this 
was what stunned them with surprise: 
Jake was plowing the mule through the 
rocks and stumps, but instead of “cuss- 
in’” he was singing at the top of his 
voice: “Everything’s all right in my 
Father’s house —and it’s joy, joy, joy, 
‘Gid dap!’ all the way.” And the women 
said the little mule was just plowing 
“like nobody’s business”! When a man’s 
ways please the Lord, even his beast 
knoweth it! 

Yes, it was a hard field; but God’s 
voice had spoken to Jake and he had 
learned that even with rocks and stumps 
and a balky mule to contend with, there 
was a singing path of victory through it 
all. 


Lisson, OHIO. 
ve 


My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Geal.—To help the girls see Christ as 
the center of God’s Word, and the center 
of man's need. 
Activity.—Before class prepare the fol- 
lowing outlines: 
1. Center of Memory Verse (Phil. 4:13). 
“I can do—my actions 
“All things — my goals 
“Through CHRIST—my Victory 
“Which strengtheneth me” — results. 
2. Center of God’s Word 
Genesis 1:1 John 1:1 
CHRIST 
Revelation 22:20, 21 
3. Center of History 
(Gal, § 4:4, 5) 
B.C. CHR fIST A. D. 


(1) All one peoplef(1) Jews and Gen- 

(Acts 17:26) tiles, one in 

(2) Races separated Christ (Gal. 3: 

1. Law for Jews 
(Gal. 3:19) 





28) 
(2) Final separation 





2. Corruption (Rom. 6:23) 
among Gen- 1. Believers 
tiles (Rom. with Christ 
1:21) 2Unbe- 

lievers 
eternally 
se p arated 
from Christ 
4. Center of Man’s Fellowship with God 
Man ——————- CHRIST -—————— God 
(1 Tim. 2:5, 6; Heb. 4:15, 16; 1 John 1:3) 
5. Center and Beauty of Heaven 


(Paste here a gilt sphere with a pic- 
ture of Christ in the middle) 


(1 Cor. 2:9; Rev. 21:10, 11, 22) 


(For study material in connection with 
the lesson, the girls might read: “History 
and Relief of Doubt,” by Pastor Harris H. 
Gregg. This may be obtained from: Truth 
for Students, Corvallis, Oreg.) 


IRLS, today we are going to picture 

the visit of Paul in two of the most 
important cities of the Roman Empire, 
Athens with its art, cultured idleness, 
and philosophy, and Corinth, the “Bridge 
of the Seas,” with its commerce, cosmo- 
politan bustle, and corrupt morals. (Use 
pictures, and relate briefly some of the 
customs of the Greeks.) 

Let us consider two points in connec- 
tion with each of these cities: 1. The 
chief need of the people. 2. How Paul 
sought to supply that need. 

What was the greatest need in Athens? 
(With the help of the following selec- 
tions from Acts 17: 16-34, lead the girls to 
see that their greatest need was their 
need of Christ.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“While Paul waited ... his spirit was 
stirred .. . when he saw the city wholly 
given to idolatry. Therefore... in the 
synagogue ... with the devout persons 

. in the market daily .. . he preached 
. . . Jesus, and the resurrection.” Thus 
Paul sought to supply the need. 

“Certain philosophers of the Epi- 
cureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered 
him.” (The teacher might refer to a 
series of articles on Philosophy by Wil- 
liam H. Wrighton in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times for February 18, 1939, and three 
succeeding numbers.) E 

‘How did the Athenians respond to 
Paul’s message on Mars’ Hill? 

“Some mocked .. . others said, We will 
hear. thee again of this matter. .. . How- 
beit certain men clave unto him, and be- 
lieved.” 

Although in both Athens and Corinth 
there was much poverty, disease, crime, 
mass ignorance, slavery, and immorality, 
yet the Jewish tentmaker from Tarsus 
had not come to establish social reforms. 
Paul himself once had had a great need 
in his life, the need of a living Presence 
who could enter into his personality, 
transform his naturally evil tendencies, 
and inspire him with a new life purpose. 
He found that Presence when, on the 
Damascus Road, he saw God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Ever afterward the 
joy of his life was to carry to others the 
story of his Saviour, and for this reason 
he was willing’ to be mocked, and 
wounded, and to live dangerously for 
his Lord. 

However, even a man of God like Paul 
grew faint and weary, and in need of re- 
freshing from the Lord. Such -refresh- 
ing he received in Corinth. Let us fol- 
low him as he “departed from Athens, 
and came to Corinth.” 

(The girls may look for answers to 
these questions in the lesson text.) 1. 
How did Paul attempt to meet the need 
of the Jews of Corinth? 2. When the 
Jews rejected the message, how was the 
need of the Gentiles supplied? 3. What 
message of encouragement was revealed 
to Paul in the night? When Paul started 
forth the next morning, he knew that 
Psalm 23 was an absolute reality in his 
life. (Study Psalm 23 in connection with 
Acts 18:9, 10). 5. What was the central 
theme of Paul’s message to the Corinth- 
ians? ‘(1 Cor. 2:2.) 

Outline 1. Which phrase of our Mem- 
ory Verse reveals the central thought? 
Girls, as we who are Christ’s examine 
this verse, do we not find that our atten- 
tion, too often, is focused upon our deeds, 
our goals, and the results of our activity 
rather than upon our victorious Lord? 
Oh, won’t you make him the object of 
your faith and adoration? 

Outline 2. God’s Word as we have it 
today was, of course, not complete when 
Paul lived, but the pattern of Paul’s life 
was being woven into the fabric which 
composed the New Testament, and the 
center of that pattern was Christ (Phil. 
1:21; Gal. 2:20). 

Outline 3. The pattern of your own 
life is now being woven into God’s di- 
vine plan. Can you find your place on 
this chart? When perplexed refer to 
Romans 8:28, 37. 

Outline 4. Let us never forget that the 
man Christ Jesus is interpreting all of 
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our problems to our heavenly Father, 
and our most intimate heartaches are 
safe with him. 

Outline 5. Paul had never heard of 
John’s Revelation, yet he knew that the 
beauty of our eternal Home would far 
exceed all our powers Of imagination, 
and it was with keen anticipation that 
he looked forward to “the glorious ap- 
pearing” of his Lord. Are you looking 
forward to seeing Him? 

Next week we shall find Paul in Ephe- 
sus winning new converts for Christ. 
During the week you may read Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians, and memorize 
Romans 10:15. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Make a small altar out of cardboard, 
and print on it the words, “TO THE 
UNKNOWN GOD.” Use your figure of 
Paul. 











N OUR lesson today, Paul is still going 

about from city to city preaching 
Christ, crucified and risen from the dead. 
Some people heard and believed, but 
many people, especially the leaders of 
the Jews, hated Paul, and they had him 
arrested over and over, and put in 
prison, or beaten with rods, or whipped 
with cruel whips. But Paul never stop- 
ped preaching and teaching. Nothing 
ever made Paul forget how much he 
loved the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On one of his trips, he was waiting in 
Athens for Timothy and Silas to come, 
and he did what we all do in a strange 
city — he went sight-seeing. But he did 
not just see the sights, his heart was 
stirred when he saw the whole city wor- 
shiping idols. So he did something a 
great many of us forget to do when we 
are in a strange city, he began to tell 
people about the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
went into the synagogue and talked with 
the Jews, and into the market place 
and talked with the people there. 

Then one day the great philosophers 
—that’s a big word and hard for you 
to understand, but it means the men who 
were trying to find out the reasons for 
everything that happens — one day these 
men heard Paul, and they brought him 
to Mars’ Hill, the place where they came 
- together to argue and debate. Paul was 
preaching something new, and all Athen- 
ians loved to hear or tell something new. 
Sounds like America in 1939, 

Paul had seen among their many al- 
tars one like this one we have here, with 
these words on it, “To the Unknown 
God.” So he started his talk by telling 
them he had come to tell them about 
this unknown God whom they ignorantly 
worshiped. Then he told them this was 
the God who made the world and all 
things therein, and dwelt not in temples 
made by men’s hands, neither was wor- 
shiped by men’s hands, but was wor- 
shiped in spirit. He told them the story 
of Christ’s death and his resurrection, 
and when they heard about the resur- 
rection, some of them made fun of it, 
and others said they would hear him an- 
other time. But some of them believed, 














Lesson for May 7 






and one was a great man of Athens and 
another was a woman. 

Paul went on his way to Corinth, but 
he had been a faithful witness in Athens. 

How many of you ever tried to tell 
somebody about Jesus? And perhaps 
they just laughed at you, or maybe they 
said they didn’t believe a word of that 
story. And you thought you’d stop try- 
ing to talk about Jesus to people; you’d 
go on loving him yourself, but you’d 
keep still about it so people would not 
laugh at you or be unkind to you. 

Paul -was put in prison and beaten, 
whipped, and stoned, but he went on be- 
ing a witness—that means telling peo- 
ple about Jesus. Do you know why? 
The secret is in our Golden Text, which 
we are going to print now, “I can do all 
things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 

If Paul had trusted in himself, he 
would have been discouraged and fright- 
ened, and would have kept still, but he 
trusted in Jesus Christ, and so must we. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 276) 

1. Corinth, noted for its profligacy. 

2. He formed a partnership with Aquila 
and Priscilla and worked with them at tent- 
making. 

3. In the Jewish synagogue, where he 
preached for several Sabbath days until 
opposition developed and the door was 
closed. 

4. The house of a man named Justus, near 
the synagogue. 

5. Many were brought to Christ. 

6. Crispus, who was a chief ruler of the 
synagogue. 

7. They heard the Word, believed it, and 
were baptized as Christians. 

8. “Jesus Christ, and him crucified.’ 

9. Lest men should become occupied with 
him instead of with Christ. 

10. A year and a half. 





a Children at Home 


“Star’’ Shines Through 


Founded on fact 
By Nesta Reed 


TAR was a bright, thoughtful little 

girl for her twelve and a half years, 
and it was no wonder her father — the 
Head of a Tamil Tribe in India — was 
proud of his only daughter. In the wor- 
ship of Siva whose name her clan bore, 
Star eagerly took her share, and when 
goats were killed in sacrifice she rejoiced 
to see the blood flow in honor of the 
Great Indian God. 

There was cnly one thing that both- 
ered Star: because of her bad temper 
and overbearing ways, the other chil- 
dren around never wanted to play with 
her for long, so she felt lonely and be- 
gan to wish to be different. 

“My Mother,” she said one day, “do 
you think the heavenly Siva would 
change my heart?, Because only you and 
my father bear patiently with me when 
my words and ways are as hot fire.” 

“My one Star, my Jewel, do not poison 
your spirit with such thoughts about 
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those worthless children. You are al- 
ways number one all-good without and 
within.” But the little girl felt that her 
companions did not seem to think so! 
“I must pray much to Siva to make me 
different,” she decided, but in spite of 
earnest endeavor it was all in vain. 

One morning she noticed a group of 
village folk outside in the street. A 
young Indian student was talking to 
them, and Star heard him say, “There 
is a true and living God up there,” point- 
ing to the sky. “I know it, for he turned 
me who was like a lion to become like 
a lamb! My temper made me a terror 
to every one, but now I am learning to 
love and be friends with all.” 

“Oh!” thought Star joyfully, “I must 
worship a God like that; I will rub no 
more ashes on my forehead. in worship 
of Siva, nor make many prayers.” Be- 
ing only a child, and much indulged, 
Star was allowed to go where she chose, 
but for some time after her parents had 
no idea she had found some Christian 
converts in the next village and often 
went to visit them. 

Ramabai, the young daughter of one 
family, began teaching her about the 
Lord Jesus, and gradually the little girl 
learned to believe in him and pray to 
her Father in Heaven. Certainly she 
began to find it easier to control her hot 
temper and her parents thought Siva 
had changed her heart! They did not 
know she went to the despised Christian 
folk, for Star was afraid if they did, she 
would never be allowed to visit Ramabai 
again. 

One evening she stayed later than 
usual with her friends and when she 
started to go home she felt rather fright- 
ened. “My mother will be vexed, and 
if she asks me where I have been she 
may beat me. Ramabai says I must al- 
ways tell the truth now, because God is 
grieved if we don’t. ‘Oh, Living, Loving 
please, please, don’t let my 
mother switch me’”’; but, alas, on her re- 
turn, her mother gave her what she had 
never had before — a very smart beating. 

“That will teach you to go mixing 
with low caste trash people. Your father 
has heard where you are going now and 
bade me chase this bad spirit out of 
you.” 

Star said nothing, only kept repeating 
to herself a little chorus Ramabai had 
taught her — 

Living, Loving Saviour, 

Keep thy child so weak; 
Help me to be faithful 
When I act or speak. 
But Star simply could not keep away from 
the Christian group in the next village, 
and one day she contrived to go again. It 
was, however, so late, that darkness fell 
before she could get home. As she raced 
along the narrow path bordered by 
Tamarund trees, she suddenly felt very 
hungry, and longed to gather the fruit. 
Ramabai, however, had said that all 
kinds of stealing was very displeasing 
to the heavenly Father, so the little girl 
said aloud, “I won’t take one, but, oh, 
heavenly Father, could you let me find 
one, I feel so hungry?” To her joy a 
passing breeze shook the trees and a 
ripe fruit fell at her feet. Star picked 
it up, her heart full of thanks to the 
“living, loving God” who had heard even 
that little prayer. 
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“I am afraid my mother will beat me 
very much -tonight,” she thought, “but 
oh, I just had to hear that story about 
Jesus which Ramabai read out of his 
Book.” When she reached home great 
was her joy to find that her mother was 
so relieved to get her back safe because 
of the dark night, that she did not beat 
her at all. 

“My daughter,” she said, “truly thou 
art making us eat bitter shame just now, 
but, soon at the great Festival of Siva 
our sacrifices will be offered, and thy 
worship along with them.” 

Then Star knew what was before her. 
She would be compelled to “do puja” 
and many ceremonies because of her 
“sin.” In vain she tearfully pleaded 
with her father to excuse her taking 





MAKE A NOTE 
TO ASK YOUR BOOKSELLER FOR AN 


OXFORD. 
TEACHERS’ BIBLE 


No. 0761x. Oxford India paper, real leather 
— with chain sefereneee. $ 


or write to ‘Dept. 12, 
Oxford University Press, 114 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 





- CO-EDUCATIONAL 


2,000,000 JEWS 


gathered in New York make it the largest Jewish 
mission field in the world. The New York Jewish 
Evangelization Society, Inc., founded in 1908 by 
the saintly Dr. THOMAS M. CHALMERS, is striving 
zealously to reach them. Its manifold ministry in- 
cludes the care of Hebrew-Christian refugees from 
Europe. This faith work is dependent upon your 
cooperation by gift and prayer. 


Subscribe for our monthly “ JEWISH MISSIONARY 
MAGAZINE,” $1.00 per annum. Sample copy roc. Write 


Rev. Frederick A. Aston, 56 Second Avenue, New York, N. Y. 





Taylor University 
(Founded 1846) 
UPLAND, INDIANA 

“ AN EFFECTIVE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE” 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL 

““raylor University offers me all that I want in Christian 
leadership, scholarship, and friendship. While developing 
Christian character Taylor places strong emphasis on our 
educational and cultural training.”’ — Alla Chemeer 40. 

Write for catalog and information 








FOLLOW THE JOURNEYS OF 
PAUL WITH THE BEST MAPS 


EILERS MAP No. 3, ROMAN EMPIRE, 
showing Paul’s Travels by colored lines, on 
cloth. 36x49, $1.50. Peerless Map No. 3, 
19 x 28, on cloth ; shows routes covered by 
Paul with colored lines, 60c. 

MAPS OF ALL BIBLE COU MT RIES at 
from 2c each, up. 


100 PAGE SS CATALOGUE FREE 


A. H. EILERS & CO. se Vous Mo. 


IAL Girl 


on the International 
_\Uniform Lessons 
‘Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 
lesson expositions written by specialists 
for every age group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
constructive truth. 
























Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY- SCHOOL UNION 


‘. 1816 Chestnut St, Philadelphio, Pa. 































ee ee ee 


+ agi Rat nea op P mAEE sii 


ae tp TNO DELI NEON EMEA EAE BNC 1 BORE i ta HO “ * 
- 3 Fis 





282 * 


part in this “Puja” Festival, He refused 
angrily, and the child saw it was use- 
less. 

Oh, how troubled she felt, for now, 
carefully watched by her mother, she 
could not go to Ramabai nor let her 
friends know. 

A night or so before the special vil- 
lage festival, Star managed to run away 
in the night although she was terrified 
by the darkness. Indeed, it took all 
her courage and firm trust in the 
heavenly Father’s protection to go along 
the lonely paths, and once a tiger’s roar 
not far away made her tremble from 
head to foot. Still she hurried on and 
reached the Christians’ village at the 
first streak of dawn. Happily there was 
a European missionary in charge of the 
district who was staying that night with 
one of the Christians, and he was able 
to advise about the child. 

“You see, Little One,” he said, “we can 
do nothing to prevent your father com- 
pelling you to worship Siva at the festi- 
val, but I will take you home, and can 
only do my best to change his mind. 
We must all ask for good success.” 

Very wonderfully God answered their 
prayer. Star’s parents had been in a 
terrible fright about her, for the tiger 
she had heard had been sighted the day 
before around the village, and her father 
felt sure that his precious little girl 
had been killed and carried off by the 
animal, for he guessed that she had 
likely run away to her Christian friends. 
In his distress he swore an oath to let 
her follow her Jesus religion, if only 
he got her back safe. 

When Star arrived with the mission- 
ary, her father was overjoyed to find 
her unhurt, and nothing else mattered. 
Oh, how great was the little girl’s joy! 
Now she is seeking to follow her Sav- 
iour, and to help her parents to believe 
and worship him, too. 


The Coming Convention of Inde- 
pendent Fundamental Churches 


Wr “I Find Christ Adequate” em- 
blazoned on its banners, the Inde- 
pendent Fundamental Churches of 
America will gather at Cicero, Ill. for 
the Tenth National Convention, May 15- 
19 at the Cicero Bible Church. 

This fellowship of independent funda- 
mental men and organizations has been 
journeying now for ten years with in- 
creasing numbers. Seven hundred pas- 
tors, Bible teachers, evangelists, mission- 
aries, and Christian leaders will gather 
for invigorating, spiritual fellowship. 

Included in the program of speakers 
are: W. M. Robertson, Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, Vancouver, B. C.; M. R. De 
Haan, radio Bible minister, Detroit; Nye 
J. Langmade of “Bit o’ Cheer and Sun- 
shine” radio program, pastor of the Sa- 
lina Gospel Hall; Walter Hughes, To- 
ronto, first prize winner in the Moody 
Centenary evangelistic sermon competi- 
tion; William McCarrell, pastor of the 
Cicero Bible Church. 

Hours of the convention will be de- 
voted to prayer, methods, and problems 
of the church; missionary symposium, 
pastoral clinic, evangelism, young peo- 
ple’s work, with inspirational programs 
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for evening sessions. The convention is 
open to the Christian public, and all 
who wish may attend. Those desiring 
further information or entertainment 
reservations should write to Donald W. 
Wood, 2230 S. Fifty-second Avenue, 
Cicero, Il. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 14. When Is a Home Christian? Col. 3:12- 
21; Eph. 4:31, 32. (Mother’s Day.) 





Sunday, May 7 


Being Christian in My Life Work 
(Deut 10:12-14; 1 Tim. 6:6-12) 
(Vocations Day) 





Mon.—Loyalty to Jehovah rewarded (Gen. 
41:38-44). 

Tues.—Faithful in service (Eph. 6:5-8). 

Wed.—A good rulé to follow (Matt. 7:12). 

Thurs.—Three Christian tentmakers (Acts 
18:1-4). 

Fri.—Greatness in service (Matt. 20:25- 


28). 
Sat.—Soul above material gain (Mark 8: 
34-38). 











E SOMETIMES make it. difficult 
to be Christian in’ our lifework 
because we have failed to be like Christ 
in the choosing of it. Have you ever 


‘noticed how many times the Lord Jesus 


referred to his lifework? He said, you 
will remember, “I must work the works 
of him that sent me, while it is yet 
day” (John 9:4), and, “My meat is to 
do the will of him that sent me” (John 
4:34); “For the works which the Father 


hath given me to finish, the same works . 


that I do” (John 5:36). The seventeenth 
chapter of John is full of references to 
the lifework of the Lord Jesus and is 
summed up in the fourth verse when 
the Lord Jesus said to the Father, “I 
have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do.” 
4 


Is it possible that God expects us to 
be like the Lord Jesus in choosing our 
lifework? To be sure, no one of us can 
ever have the lifework to which the 
Lord Jesus was called in his earthly 
ministry. Nevertheless, every true be- 
liever is called to a definite lifework, 
just as truly as the Lord Jesus was 
called to his. In Ephesians 2:10 we 
read, “For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.” Long be- 
fore we ever accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour, God planned our 
lifework. The particular plan he has 
for you is not like that he has for 
any other person. He longs that each 
of us might say as did the Lord Jesus, 


.“My meat is to do the will of him that 


sent me.” 
p- 

But, some no doubt will say, that; it is 
impossible for them to enter full-time 
Christian service, that they have no 
training or qualifications for the minis- 
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try or for the mission field, and the 
like. But wait a moment! The fact 
that God has planned our lifework for 
us in advance does not mean that he 
expects each of us to enter the minis- 
try or become a missionary. He does 
expect all of us to be witnesses. But 
God’s plan for your life may lead into 
any of a large number of vocations or 
fields of service, where you can still be 
a sincere follower of the Lord Jesus 
and live for him. 

The important fact for each of us to 
realize is that, knowing all of our quali- - 
fications and possibilities, our likes and 
our dislikes, our strength and our weak- 
ness, God has designed a lifework for 
each of us that will bring to us the 
greatest joy and satisfaction and true 
success. His plan is far better than we 
can possibly choose for ourselves, be- 
cause he knows us infinitely better than 
we know ourselves. 


ve 
And since God has the plan, is it not 
reasonable that we should go to him 
and ask him what it is, and to direct 
us in it? How often Christian young 
people reverse this procedure. They 
attempt to do all the planning and choos- 
ing. They call upon earthly friends to 
help them find the openings and oppor- 
tunities they desire, and then at last 
go to God and ask him to bless. Yet 
all the time such plans may be just the 
opposite of what God knows is best, and 
therefore he cannot bless them, even 
though the vocation chosen may be a 
good one and commendable in all other 
ways. 
ve 
God has promised that if we will come 
to him and ask for guidance he will 
give it. He tells us in James 1:5, “If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not.” His Word is full 
of promises to direct us and guide us 
in the way that we should go, if we 
will only choose his way. Why, then, 
do we stumble about and flounder 
around and end in confusion and be- 
wilderment, because apparently God has 
not blessed the lifework we have chosen? 
Is it because we are afraid he will ask 
us to do something that would be dis- 
tasteful or unpleasant, or that might 
cause our friends to laugh at us? Think 
a moment! Would your earthly father, 
with all his limitations, try to lead you 
into. something in which he knew you 
would be unhappy? You know that, if 
he had a father’s love at all, he would 
not do so. How, then, can we distrust 
our heavenly Father? 
b 4 
In leading us into his plan for our 
lives, God will use simple indications 
that we cannot mistake, if we will only 
trust him. First of all he will never 
lead us contrary to his Word. God will 
never lead us into a lifework that in- 
volves dishonesty or implicates us in 
any way in injuring others. He will 
never lead us into a lifework that dwarfs 
or hinders our spiritual development. 
Young people sometimes overlook this, 
when they choose a work that prevents 
their attendance at church and gives no 
opportunity for the reading of the Word 
and for Christian service. 
God will not lead us into a lifework 
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that has for its aim the gratification of 
self, or the accumulation of possessions. 
There are some whom God can trust 
with possessions, and to these he may 
entrust wealth as a stewardship, but his 
Word is full of warning against putting 
any dependence or confidence in riches. 
He asks us to seek first the Kingdom 
of God and his righteousness. 
4 


God may not lead us at once into the 
particular lifework that is eventually to 
be ours. He may find it necessary to 
school us or train us in other forms of 
service, before opening the door for us 
into the particular field of his choice. 
.Or, if we have already chosen for our- 
selves some particular employment, God 
may ask us to continue in that par- 
ticular field for a time until he opens 
for us the door of his choice. Let us 
go to him freely and honestly as we 
would to a loving, understanding earthly 
father, with the realization that he is 
infinitely more interested in our lifework 
than we can possibly be ourselves. Let 
us ask him to show us step by step what 
his plans are, and then let us step forth 
in faith when he does show us, knowing 
that what he has for us will bring the 
greatest joy and satisfaction and true 
success that we could possibly have. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

4 


Finding Life and Peace at 
America’s Keswick 
(Continued from page 273) 


home, I hadn’t preached more than three 
sermons when they asked me whether 
I wanted to go back next year. I praise 
the Lord for what he has done in my 
church since my return.” 


What heart would not be stirred to see 
as many as twenty young people stand- 
ing, in one conference, to bear testimony 
that they had been saved or at least 
possessed for the first time the assurance 
of their salvation! Who could be un- 
moved by even a much larger group 
of young people standing to wjtness to 
the fact that they had presented their 
bodies to the Lord in a full and com- 
plete surrender? It was deeply moving 
to see in the various missionary rallies 
during the summer that. long line of 
young people standing at the front of 
the platform across the auditorium, hav- 
ing said, “Here am I, Lord; send me,” 
and ready to go as foreign missionaries 
if and when the Lord would open the 
way. 

Many of the meetings of the confer- 
ences were almost too sacred for one to 
describe. We were in the presence of 
God, he was revealing his Son, and the 
Holy Spirit was speaking to our hearts 
through his Word. 

We shall not soon forget the closing 
service of the Labor Day Conference, 
which was to many of us like a glimpse 
into Glory. The first part of the meet- 
ing was devoted to a memorial service 
in memory of the late J. Harvey Borton, 
for so many years President of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony and of Keswick. 
Mr. Borton’s favorite hymns, “Jehovah 
sits enthroned,” and “Rock of Ages cleft 
for me,” were sung with deep feeling 
by that large audience, many of whom 
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will eternally thank God for the life of 
His servant and for all that he meant to 
those who knew him. L. L. Legters led 
us in a Spirit-controlled prayer of 
thanksgiving for the life of Mr. Borton, 
and at the conclusion of the memorial 
service the hymn, “Only glory bye and 
bye” came as a message of comfort and 
hope to us all. The message on the 
Lord’s return was given by Mr. Legters 
on the theme, “Why the Lord Jesus 
Christ is coming back.” 

As we stood in that large fellowship 
circle and sang the concluding hymns, 
following a deeply impressive com- 
munion service about the table of the 
Lord, earth seemed far away and Heaven 
seemed very near. 

KEswIck Grove, N. J. 





[ With the New Books 


The Book of a Thousand Tongues. 
Edited by Eric M. North, Ph.D., D.D. 
(Harper and Bros., New York City, 
$2.50.) An amazing exhibit of the 
printer’s art, editorial skill, and the fruit 
of the prodigious labors of translators 
the world over is presented in this hand- 
some volume. It is an account of the 
translation and publication of all or part 
of the Scriptures into more than a thou- 
sand languages and dialects, with over 
1,100 examples from the text, published 
by Harpers for the American Bible So- 
ciety and edited by the General Secre- 
tary of the Society. Dr. North’s fine es- 
say entitled “And Now —In a Thousand 
Tongues” (first issued as a booklet for 
Universal Bible Sunday last December 
11, and reviewed in the Times January 
21) occupies the first 21 of the 386 pages; 
then follows a chronological list of 1,018 
languages in which the Bible has been 
published in whole or in part, with pub- 





lication dates; a brief section is devoted . 


to geographic and chronological sum- 
maries; and the main portion of the book 
gives in alphabetical order actual speci- 
mens of Bible texts as they appear in the 
many languages and dialects. A large 
number of these show John 3:16 and ad- 
jacent verses. In many cases small por- 
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traits accompany the text, showing per- 
sons who speak the language near which 
they appear. Where it has been deemed 
necessary, special articles concerning the 
translations are included. 

The attractive jacket, printed in red 
and black on a white background, gives 
examples of a few of the languages and 
the names of a great many taken from 
the Society’s large wall chart issued for 
Bible Sunday. Coated paper and clear, 
black type have been used in the book, 








SIR CHARLES | MARSTON 


The Bible Comes 
Alive 


“Whether the reader is interested in alphabets 
or in the Biblical records, he will find this book 
by Sir Charles as fascinating as a novel. To 
students of either ancient history or the Bible, 
it should prove of immense value.” 
— Democrat and Chronicle. 
ILLUSTRATED $2.00 


Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave., New Y ork 











The Photo Mill. Immediate Service | No 
Delay! Roll developed, carefully printed 
and choice of two beautiful 5x7 pro- 
fessional enlargements, one tinted en- 
largement, or eight reprints for 25c coin. 
Reprints 2c each. 


THE PHOTO MILL 
Box 629-28 Minneapolis, Minn. 

















' Just Off the Press! 


HOPE HOUSE 


By Anna St. John 
The very book for your boy or 
girl or Sunday school class 
A vivid children’s story — of perils, consecration, 
hospitality ; of missionaries, and their stories about 
lions, monkeys, elephants, and breath-taking events. 
Sure to develop imagination, and at the same time 
brings the Gospel message in a delightful new way. 
92 pages, cloth, illustrated, 500 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street Chicago, Ill. 














Brings joy and courage; awakens happy memories. Vivid narratives that give new life 


and meaning to great hymns. 


You learn how Isaac Watts came to write, 
Crosby. The story of * 


our beloved hymns, 
sincerely written book. 





Sve “*1 am delighted with this beautiful book.” 


and the home. Use for gifts and rewards. 


Order through your church supply house, bookseller, or direct from: 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY Inc. 


Stories of Hymns We Love 


By CECILIA MARGARET RUDIN, M.A. 


“*O God Our Help in Ages Past’’’s 
the circumstances behind Wesley’s great Easter hymn ; 
“This is My Father’s World” ; and how the poem, 
Be True,”’ written as a tribute from a young man to his mother, came to be among 
All these and many other stories given you in this beautiful and 


A SOURCE OF JOY AND COURAGE 


ad | always keep a supply,” writes one lady who has bought more than fifty copies, 

**to give friends and others who have experienced great _joy or OF ty 
Make STORIES OF 

your favorite gitt book on Mother’s Day, Children’s Day. Suits pee occasion. 

Source of abundant material for Study Groups, Choir, S. S., Daily Vacation Bible School, 


how God used blind Fanny 
“I Would 


MNS WE 





Beautiful, Inspiring, 
Dept. SS, Chicago, Ii. Instructive. Only $1.00 


1018 S. Wabash Ave. 
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and the strong, terra-cotta-colored cloth 


* binding is stamped in gold letters. 


~ This beautiful volume is a monument 
to the work of the Bible trafislators. It 
is appropriate for the centef table in the 
living room in the home, and will prove 
of great value in school, college, and 
Bible institute libraries and in editorial 
offices. 


The Bible and Science. By W. H. Shep- 
fer, D.D. (Lutheran Literary Board, Bur- 
lington, Iowa, $1.50.) The subtitle, “A 
Popular Apologetic,” on the title page of 
this book indicates its character. The 
author disclaims any attempt at what he 
terms a “heavy volume” with many tech- 
nical terms and much scholarly discus- 
sion, intelligible only to the initiated. 
He writes for the average reader, and 
hopes to help some who may have be- 
come confused by the specious argu- 
ments of false teachers and pseudo-sci- 
entists. It is a study designed especially 
for adult Sunday school classes and 
young people’s groups. The Bible is 
compared with other great religious 
books. A single chapter reviews briefly 
the history of scientific development and 
achievement. Considerable attention is 
given to the proofs of the existence of 
God and arguments for immortality. 
The theory of evolution is demonstrated 
to be only a theory resting upon little 
or no fact. Over against its flimsy at- 
tempt to do away with revelation and 
the supernatural, the author reveals how 
satisfying is the Christian’s ground for 
an adequate explanation of his origin 
and destiny. 


God’s Reach for Man. By Alice Bishop 
Kramer and Albert Ludlow Kramer. 
(A. Ludlow Kramer, Publisher, 425-435 
East Twenty-fourth St., New York City, 
$1.) It is not an easy undertaking to 
present in the simplest terms possible 
“how we can be like Him and be united 
with Him.” That is the task these au- 
thors have avowedly assumed. They 
confess, “We do best when we do not 
teach that which we have not experi- 
enced.” Therefore they set themselves, 
first to receive, understand, assimilate 
the great facts involved, then to present 
them in terms so simple that any reader 
should be able to grasp them. ' They 
have produced a remarkable book. You 
will notice that it is peculiar, different, 
as soon as you open it, composed as it is 
of numbered sections of scarcely more 
than a half dozen sentences each. But 
you soon discover that it is not choppy 
and incoherent. It is only concise. There 
is occasional intentional repetition . for 
the sake of clearness and emphasis, but 
the argument is orderly, logical, Scrip- 
tural, and well developed. It should 
prove a good book to lend, especially 
good to put into the hands of inquirers 
and inexperienced Christians. 


One In Ten Thousand. By G. L. Wind. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $1.) The son and heir of 
the Gardner-Mannings of Wall Street 
had fallen in love with Constance Reider, 
a secretary and social nobody, — at least 
he had all the symptoms of it. She must 
and would refuse him and that with 
finality, not so much because he was one 
of the great city’s Four Hundred, nor 
altogether because he had never done 
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an hour’s work in his life, though that 
did count against him tremendously. No, 
the big thing was that this handsome, 
broad-shouldered pursuer was obviously 
not a follower of the Lord Jesus. And 
she was, always and forever. But— 
Tom Manning refuses to be snubbed. 
This red-headed Connie with character 
and poise written all over her is dif- 
ferent from any girl he has ever known, 
and he wants her. Furthermore, he 
wants God, her God. How can Con- 
stance do otherwise than cultivate the 
heart garden so sincerely offered? And 
how can she refuse to go to the aid of 
the old blue blood aristocrat father, who, 
stricken with paralysis, suddenly finds 
eternity and the Judgment very vital 
things in his life? The result is as 
thrilling as one could wish and com- 
pletes a Christian love story of more 
than usual interest and beauty. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


May 1 to 7 


Mon.—Acts 17:22-31. Preaching in Athens. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Repent.” Paul’s 
sermon at Mars’ Hill was not, as some 
erroneously suppose, a too intellectual 
message to have God’s blessing. This is 
evident by the fact that his main theme 
was repentance. The divine call to re- 
pent was merely adapted to the “great” 
as it had been to the “small.” The Gos- 
pel is for all, but it cannot be preached 
to all in the same way. Pray for Hunt- 
ington College, Huntington, Ind. 
Tues.—Acts 18:4-11. A Ministry in Corinth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A year and six 
months, teaching the word of God.” The 
spiritual effects of Paul’s “protracted 
meetings” at Corinth never have been 
surpassed. The proof will be found in 
this passage, and the epistles to the Cor- 
inthians. The secret of a. continuing, 
cumulative, and mightily fruitful evan- 
gelistic ministry lies within this ministry 
at Corinth. Pray for Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia, S. C. , 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 2:1-5. Paul’s Message. 

PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Christ Jesus, and 
him crucified.” Those who have a “lit- 
tle” Christ have a little message. The 
greater Christ is, the greater will be the 
grip of his life and death upon one’s 
purposes and preaching. “The Gospel 
furnishes the only consistent scheme of 
salvation to man” (Dwight). Pray for 
Brookes Bible Institute, 2051 Park Ave- 
nue, St. Louis, Mo. 


Thurs.—Philippians 4:10-14. Paul’s Resources. 
PRAYER .SuGcEsTIONs: “All things 
through Christ.” Paul drew his aid from 
Christ. His motto was: “To me to live 
is Christ.” Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in the Lord. Such an one 
will be content. No church had “com- 
municated” with Paul, except the church 
at Philippi; but he rejoiced in the Lord 
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in whatsoever state he was. “Jesus never 
fails.” Pray for Wheaton . College, 
Wheaton, Ill. 


Fri.—2 Timothy 2:1-13. Enduring Hardness. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTiIons: “Soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” The Christian life demands the 
heroic. There are things to be endured 
on the spiritual battlefield. A soldier’s 
sacrifice and hardship are called for in 
the “holy war.” It takes all the vigor 
there is in us, and the grace of Christ in 
the soul to obtain the Commander’s “well 
done.” Pray for South Wales Bible 
Training Institute, Perth, Glam., Wales. 


Sat.—Psalm 27:1-6. Strength in the Lord. 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “The strength of 
my life.” The one whose strength is in 
God will triumph over the Devil. Re- 
newal of strength comes by waiting upon 
God. This is the way to avoid weariness 
in well doing. Christian, be strong in 
the Lord. The mongoose tires the cobra 
before it attacks and kills. Satan seeks 
to wear out the saints. Overcome him in 
the “power” of Christ. Pray for Toronto — 
Bible College, Toronto, Can. 


Sun.—Psalm 25:1-10. Hope in the Lord. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thou art the God 
of my salvation.” Trust God for every- 
thing. He has given the blood of his 
Son for your salvation, and will give 
you any blessing that faith can ask. Faith 
is never withouf hope. Let the God of 
your salvation also be your expectation. 
Pray for the Northwestern Bible and 
Missionary Institute, Harmon at Elev- 
enth Street, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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